PGSG Business Meeting Minutes March 8th 2006

Meeting called to order by Shannon O’Lear (PGSG President) at 7:00pm 

1 – Andy Wood gave a report on the Preconference which was hosted by the University of Illinois in Champaign. There were 40 participants and 22 papers in six sessions that covered a broad range of topics from urban politics to international border issues. Financial support for the conference was provided by Elsevier and the universities of Illinois and Oklahoma. Andy reported that the conference may have a shortfall of $105 which the membership agreed to cover.

2 – Awards

The Student paper committee, represented by Michael Brown, reported that there were three entries and the winner was Adam Moore of the University of Wisconsin

The Dissertation Enhancement Committee, represented by Bob Watrel, reported that the award was to be given to Reece Jones of UW-Madison
The non-student awards which are decided by the executive board went to 

a) The Richard Morrill outreach award to Sarah Elwood of UA (Tuscon)

b) The  Julian Minghi award for research to James Tyner of Kansas State for his book “Iraq, Terror and the Philippines: Will to War”

c) The Stanley Brunn Young Scholar Award to Jason Dittmer of Georgia Southern University

3 – Elections


This year there were two open faculty board positions to replace the outgoing Mark Corson and George White and the student position to replace Jeremiah Wagstaff. Hilda Kurtz and Jason Dittmer are the returning board members.
The Faculty nominations were:



Larry Kopp



Bob Watrel



Andy Wood

The Student Nominees were:



Ryan Daley




Rebecca Theobald

The new board members are:



Bob Watrel



Andy Wood



And



Rebecca Theobald

4 – The Treasurer’s report was given by Secretary-Treasurer Fiona Davidson and is provided in a separate document. In brief, PGSG maintains a balance between $7,000 and $9,000 with income provided from dues and outgoings largely related to meeting expenses and awards.

5 – PGSG President Shannon O’Lear reported from the Specialty Group Chairs meeting. The main news was that the AAG website is to be offered in Spanish as well as English and the organization is encouraging Specialty Groups to bring in non-geographers to contribute to the national meetings.

6 – There was discussion of the AAG provided web-based discussion forum which is currently used in addition to the old list serve – general consensus, voiced by John Heppen was that we should stick to the listserve as it has worked so well for the organization to date. General feeling is that the current AAG system is neither as flexible nor as user-friendly as the listserve. It was suggested that we check with Carl Dahlman to ensure that he will be able to continue to maintain the listserve after he moves to Miami of Ohio.

7 – The issue of the climate change petition was raised and it was agreed that since almost everyone had signed as individuals, group support of the petition was unnecessary. Lee Schwartz offered to find out where the petition was going to be sent.
8 – Given the large number of requests for sponsored sessions this year there was discussion of how to formalize such requests. As the budget is revenue neutral it was suggested that we should be relatively parsimonious with funds with preference going to local talent and bringing in non-geographers. The sponsorship should be limited to registration and co-sponsorship with other specialty groups will be encouraged. The awards will be made on a first come first served basis and awards will be limited to $100 per request and $500 total per year. As the budget is well in the black this will be done on a trial basis for a year and revisited at the next meeting. 

9 – There were several suggestions for a venue for next year’s preconference and the mattered was deferred to the listserve for discussion.

10 – With the logistical issues involved in organizing the Current Topics Roundtable this year the possibility of creating a standing committee was raised. Lee Schwarz offered to chair such a committee and to recreate the committee each year on an ad hoc basis depending on the topic and the local venue. It was also suggested that each year the membership be solicited for appropriate topics. 
11 – Several people announced up coming conferences


Ken Martis – SEDAAG at Morgantown


John Heppen – West Lakes/Great Plains 


Fred Shelley – SWAAG at OU – Norman

12 - The question of what has happened to membership over the past few years was raised and can only be answered once the AAG provides the numbers for the annual report. 

13 – It was resolved that the meeting minutes would be added to the PGSG website 

14 – Requests were made for volunteers for the student paper committee (to replace Michael Shin) and the Dissertation Enhancement Committee (to replace Julian Minghi). Colin Flint volunteered for the student paper committee and Gabriel Popescu for the DEA. 

15 - The meeting was adjourned at 7:46

