PGSG Business Meeting Minutes April 21th 2008
Meeting called to order by Fiona Davidson (PGSG President) at 7:06pm
1) Jerry Webster moved to have the minutes of the past year’s meeting approved.  This was so moved.
2) Bob Watrel announced the winners of the Dissertation Enhancement Award and the PhD paper competition.

a) Dissertation Enhancement Award: Sara Koopman (University of British Columbia)

b) PhD Paper Competition: There were two winners this year, Erinn Nicely (University of Illinois) and Kara Dempsey (University of Wisconsin)

3) Fiona Davidson announced the non-student awards.

a) Research Award: Derek Gregory (University of British Columbia) and Allan Pred (University of California at Berkeley) for their book, Violent Geographies
b) Young Scholar Award: Nick Megoran (Newcastle University), for his work promoting ethnography in political geography.

c) Outreach Award: Klaus Dodds (Royal Holloway), for his book, A Very Short Introduction to Geopolitics.
4) President’s Report – Fiona reported in about the chair’s lunch:
a) There are two new specialty groups (cyberinfrastructure and business).

b) New AAG President John Agnew wants to integrate the discipline better across the human/physical divide.

c) The Annals will contine to publish 5th issues annually on special topics.

d) There is a National Research Council session on strategic questions regarding the discipline.

e) There was the usual discussion of registration fees for the AAG.

f) There is no improvement of child care at the AAG.

g) There is the possibility of ending conflicts for specialty group meetings.

i) The consensus of the PGSG was that there should be no breakfast meetings.

h) There is an AAG initiative in gaining members in developing regions.

i) The consensus of the PGSG was that we should waive PGSG fees for potential members in developing regions.

i) The AAG is considernig moving to convention centers beginning with the meeting in Seattle.

j) The AAG is not moving towards draconian measures to restrict the submission of papers.

k) The AAG will be highlighting one session by each specialty group in the program.  The consensus of the PGAG was that we should highlight either the plenary or the current events roundtable every year.

5) Treasurer’s Report – Jason reported in:

a) The current balance of our account is $8670.90.  This can be expected to be much lower by fall as the awards are given out and bills for the pre-conference come in.  

6) Pre-conference Report – Phil Steinberg reported in:

a) The pre-conference ran a small deficit (if at all) this year.  There were 34 registrations, and almost 50% of them were women.

7) Nominations: Fiona ran the nominating process:

a) There were four nominations for the student position on the board.

i) Adam Moore

ii) Mahmut Gokmen

iii) Kara Dempsey

iv) Joe Lewis

b) There were two nominations for the two open faculty seats on the board.

i) Tom Chapman

ii) Gabriel Popescu

8) Old Business – Fiona reported in:

a) Teaching award

i) The creation of a teaching award resurfaced as an issue in the meeting.  Questions bandied about revolved around how to evaluate nominations, and indeed how to get nominations.  Fred Shelley cut the Gordian Knot by getting the four students nominated for the board to serve as an ad hoc panel to check with the National Council on Geographic Education to see how they do this for their teaching awards.
b) Allocation of money

i) The AAG’s pressure on specialty groups to spend down their bank balances is still there, but given that the PGSG has made progress in that direction (creating new awards, etc.) this was deemed to be no longer an issue.

9) New Business – Fiona requested new business:

a) Non-geographer award

i) The question was raised of whether or not the PGSG should give an award to a non-geographer who promotes political geography.  Fred Shelley mentioned the possibility of locating each year’s winner in the region in which the AAG is to be held.

ii) Stan Brunn talked to Doug Richardson about making this person honorary geographer.

b) Next year’s pre-conference

i) Pauliina Raento will talk to people in Reno about hosting in Las Vegas.  Fred Shelley will lead the coordinating effort.

c) Undergraduate paper award

i) Katherine Hankins requested that people submit their undergraduate’s papers.

d) Thanks were offered for the service of the outgoing board members (Andy Wood and Robert Watrel).

10) Meeting adjourned at 7:59pm.

