Business Meeting Minutes at the AAG Conference in Las Vegas

· 12:05pm – called to order

· Fiona Davidson: asked for approval of the past meeting’s minutes – seconded and passed.

· Report on the PGSG Pre-Conference: Alec Murphy reported that the pre-conference was successful and credit should go to Fred Shelley.  There were 45 attendees with international attendance at a vast range of career stages.

· Fiona began discussion on next year’s PGSG Pre-Conference.  Gerry Kearns and Gerard Toal are holding a small, tight conference on political geography/international relations themes immediately prior to the AAG.  There is also an offer from George and Emily White, Jonathan Leib, and Mark de Socio to host at a location TBA.

· Student Awards: Graduate paper award goes to Keith Lindner for “Struggle in the Sierra”.  Colin Flint proposed to extend paper presentation requirement to include the previous AAG meeting.  This was seconded and passed.  The dissertation enhancement award was given to two students, Joo Mai Lee and Afton Clarke-Sather.  
· Non-student awards: The award for Outreach went to Steven Graves, while the Young Scholar award went to Dave Jansson, and the Research award went to Rachel Pain and Susan Smith’s Fear: Critical Geopolitics and Everyday Life.
· Treasurer’s report: Balance stands at $7896.98 with many expenses yet to be paid.
· Elections (Guntram Herb): Reece Jones and Corey Johnson were elected as regular board members while Necati Anaz was elected as student representative.  The nominating committee is now composed of Alec Murphy and Fiona Davidson.  The Current Topics Roundtable committee is now composed of George White and Gerard Toal (who was nominated in absentia).  The Graduate Paper award committee is now Darren Purcell and Katrinka Somdahl-Sands (joining Helga Leitner).  Mat Coleman was elected Secretary/Treasurer.  
· Old Business: The idea of a teaching award was abandoned.
· New business: None.
· Adjourned at 12:40pm.

