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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear PGSG members,

The geopolitical world continues to startle and concern us.  What are we to make of ‘the war on terror’?  Is it the issue of the century, or just a handy political football being tossed about by those in power as a way of rooting out old foes?  Stay tuned … we have our best political geographers sorting it out.

And what of our cities’ political situations?  The end (?) of the economic boom and the realization that the primary beneficiaries of the ‘90s were the wealthiest classes are bringing old tensions back to the forefront – race and class issues of inadequate services, lack of affordable housing and decent jobs, police brutality, and discrimination continue to play a critical role in the everyday politics of US urban areas. 

As political geographers, we analyze and report on issues such as these from an understanding that is forged across space, across scale, and with attention to the uniqueness of place.  As we look toward starting another academic year in the next months, I know that we will continue to incorporate these comprehensive approaches into our classrooms, in discussions with colleagues, and in our writing.

The PGSG is doing well as a specialty group, as I reported to the membership at our annual business meeting in Los Angeles.  Our membership is holding steady at approximately 300 people, about a third being students.  I was very happy to see the high level of participation in our student competitions and, according to our judging panels, the quality of submissions was superior to previous years.  This enthusiasm and support for the specialty group among student members is crucial to our long-term health as an organization.  The level and quality of participation in the student paper competition is a testament to the value of our student members and also our faculty members who focus resources on their students and – on an individual basis – encourage them to submit their work.  To that end, congratulations to our Student Paper Award Winners, Jacquie Housel (SUNY-Buffalo) for her paper “Building an Identity: A Community’s Response to Proposed County Redistricting Maps” and Gabriel Popescu (Florida State U.) for his paper “Diaspora and Critical Geopolitics: Romanian-Americans and NATO Expansion.”  Also, congratulations to Brennan Kraxberger (U. of Iowa) who won the 2002 Dissertation Enhancement Award to support work on his project “Regional Strategies of Shifting Boundaries: New State Creation in Nigeria.”

Many thanks go to our board members who passed off their responsibilities this past spring, J. Clark Archer and Christine Drennon.  Thanks too to our Dissertation Enhancement Award committee: Erin Fouberg, John Heppen, and Julian Minghi; and to our Student Paper Award committee: Shannon O’Lear, Michael Shin, and Randall Wilson.  And gracias to Rex Honey for organizing the PGSG Pre-Conference.

With the AAG deadline for papers and poster sessions fast approaching, many of us are organizing and making plans for the New Orleans meetings, putting the PGSG-L listserve and our website, www.politicalgeography.org, to excellent use.  I also urge you to look over the preliminary information regarding the Political Geography Pre-Conference, being spearheaded by Jonathan Leib (thank you, Jonathan!), contained in this issue of the newsletter.  I am sure that the pre-conference will continue to be an invaluable part of our specialty group activities, and I particularly encourage students to consider attending and presenting their work in this smaller, supportive venue.

As always, I welcome your comments, suggestions, and submissions to this newsletter. 

Best wishes to all,

Meghan Cope

PGSG President

Department of Geography

SUNY-Buffalo


15th Annual Political Geography Pre-conference.

March 1-3, 2003, Wakulla Springs State Park, Wakulla County, Florida
The PGSG 2003 Pre-conference will be held from Saturday, March 1 to Monday, March 3 at the Wakulla Springs Lodge at Edward Ball Wakulla Springs State Park, located 15 miles south of Tallahassee, Florida and 10 miles from the Gulf Coast.  The hosts for the meeting are Jonathan Leib, Florida State U. (jleib@coss.fsu.edu) and Darren Purcell, Florida A&M U. (purcelldarren@netscape.net).  

Paper sessions will be held throughout the day on March 2 and the morning of March 3.  The paper sessions will end by noon on Monday to allow travel time for those who want to “experience” Mardi Gras in New Orleans prior to the AAG Annual Meeting.  Fieldtrips are being planned for the afternoon of March 3 (and possibly for March 1 for those arriving early).  A PGSG banquet is also in the works.

Wakulla Springs is one of the world’s largest and deepest freshwater springs.  Weather-permitting, swimming in the Springs is available (the water temperature remains a constant 70 degrees).  Wakulla Springs and the Wakulla River have a century-long outstanding reputation for wildlife viewing.  In early March, a number of species of waterfowl will be in the river, as will the ever-present alligators.  River wildlife tours are available (as are glass-bottom boat tours over the Springs, conditions permitting).  For more information on Edward Ball Wakulla Springs State Park, visit the following webpages:

www.dep.state.fl.us/parks/district1/wakullasprings
www.wakullacounty.com/wakulla-5.htm
www.wakullacounty.com/wakulla-30.htm
Alternatively, watch the early Tarzan movies or Creature from the Black Lagoon, which were filmed at Wakulla Springs.

A block of rooms is being held for PGSG participants at the Wakulla Springs Lodge, located within the State Park.  Built in 1937 and listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the Lodge provides a glimpse into historic (read: pre-Disney) Florida.  The Lodge’s architecture is, as one source has put it, “a blend of Spanish and Moorish with art deco motifs,” with many rooms having their original furniture (for further descriptions and pictures of the lodge, visit www.wakullacounty.com/wakulla-24.htm.)  Room rates are $89 single/double for Saturday night, and $79 single/double for Sunday and Monday nights (cots are also available for a fee).  The Lodge has 27 rooms, so reserve early.  To reserve, call the Lodge at: (850) 224-5950 (please mention that you are with the Political Geography Specialty Group Conference).

Tallahassee is located about 400 miles east of New Orleans.  The two cities are connected by Interstate 10 (about a six-hour drive).  The two cities are also connected by Amtrak (assuming that passenger rail service in the US survives until next Spring!), and by various airlines.

Final arrangements for the meeting are currently being made.  Please check the PGSG website (www.politicalgeography.org) or contact the hosts for more information (including registration fees, materials, and deadlines).  Information will also be distributed through the PGSG listserv. 


AAG Calls for Papers

A number of PGSG members have issued Calls for Papers for sessions that they are seeking to organize at the 2003 AAG Annual Meeting in New Orleans.  In some cases, space prevents duplication of entire announcements.  For sessions with lengthy calls-for-papers, see the ‘Requests for Participation in Proposed AAG Sessions’ section of the www.politicalgeography.org website for the complete call or e-mail the session organizer.  Also, regularly check the ‘Requests for Participation’ section of the website over the next months as new sessions are announced.  Proposed sessions include:

· “Critical GIS and September 11: Security, Territory, and Politics” organized by Jeremy Crampton (Georgia State U., jcrampton@gsu.edu) and Mei-Po Kwan (Ohio State U., kwan.8@osu.edu).  While “homeland security” is now an overwhelming issue in the US, and GIS and geospatial technologies have been assigned a crucial role in the agenda, “homeland security” has remained a largely unexamined and unproblematized discourse.  This session will examine issues pertinent to the politics of security and GIS from critical perspectives broadly conceived.  The session will focus explicitly on legacies of September 11 and critical GIS, including (but not exclusively) the themes of security, territory, and politics.  For a more detailed description, see geog-www.sbs.ohio-state.edu/faculty/mkwan/WebCV/AAG_Security.html.

· “Louisiana and Political Geography” organized by John Heppen (U. of Wisconsin – River Falls, john.heppen@uwrf.edu).  This session will cover issues including electoral geography, redistricting, environment and politics, urban politics, voting rights and economics, as they relate to the political geography of Louisiana.

· “The Production of Capital Cities” organized by Guy Baeten and Mark Boyle (U. of Strathclyde, mark.boyle@strath.ac.uk).  Working from the understanding that  “Capital” status is produced, constructed, manufactured, and reinforced through policies, plans, and strategies pursued by elites, this session will gather papers that consider issues including: the key movers and shakers behind capital cities; capital city visions and strategies; contexts within which capital cities operate; and the contested terrain of capital building.  No geographical or historical limits have been set for case studies, although papers studying contemporary advanced capitalist nations will be particularly welcome.  See the www.politicalgeography.org website for a more complete call for papers.

· “Environment, Resources, and Conflict” organized by Marilyn Silberfein (Temple U., pawling@astro.temple.edu) and Shannon O’Lear (U. of Illinois, solear@uiuc.edu).  This session will examine how and why conflict emerges, is avoided, or is adjudicated in instances of shared or disputed environmental features and in cases of natural resource distribution, use and control, and how negotiations around these issues vary by region and by type of resource.

· “Geographies of Citizenship” organized by Hilda Kurtz (U. of Georgia, hkurtz@uga.edu) and Katherine Hankings (U. of Georgia, khankins@uga.edu).  This session will highlight ways in which citizenship is a useful concept for geographers in considering a wide range of problems, including social activism, political organization, issues of scale, state-civil society relationships, sociocultural conflict, and, importantly, the spaces of citizenship that these issues produce.  Paper topics include but are not limited to: citizenship political participation and resistance; performativity of citizenship; problematizing gendered aspects of citizenship; perspectives on citizenship and community; citizenship and identity (self and society / person and nation); citizenship practices and the politics of scale; media discourses on citizen/non-citizen; citizenship, territory, and migration.  See the www.politicalgeography.org website for a more complete call for papers.

· “American Expatriate Communities” organized by Unna Lassiter (California State U. – Long Beach, ulassite@csulb.edu).

· “Spaces of Authoritarianism” organized by Alex Papadopoulos (DePaul U., apapadop@wppost.depaul.edu).


Conference Report: International Border Forum, February 2002, Bern, Switzerland

(report submitted by Gabriel Popescu, Florida State University)
The first meeting of the international Border Forum (iBF) took place 7-10 February 2002, and was hosted by the Department of Geography, University of Bern, Switzerland.  

The international Border Forum (iBF) is an arena for graduate students and PhD candidates who are writing or planning to write a master’s thesis or a dissertation in the field of Border Studies.  A continuous exchange of ideas, especially at the beginning of one's academic career, opens up important new perspectives and helps develop professional contacts.  Participants are encouraged to present new approaches, theories, and research results and to participate in plenary and group discussions.   The iBF’s regional focus is on Europe and North America, but contributions from and about other parts of the world are of course equally welcome.

The twelve participants at this year’s iBF meeting reflected a highly geographically diverse participation: Andrea Kofler and Olivier Rosenfeld, U. of Bern, Switzerland; Nancy Lowery and Zoila Vergara de Gudgell, San Diego State U.; Emma Spenner, Western Washington U.; Gabriel Popescu, Florida State U.; Larry Merington, St. Edwards U., Austin; Anke Strüver and Nicole Ehlers, U. of Nijmegen, Netherlands; Juliet J. Fall, U. of Geneva, Switzerland; Dennis Zalamans, Soderton University College, Sweden; Doris Wiederwald, Staatskanzlei des Kantons St. Gallen, Switzerland. 

During the three-day forum, the participants discussed theoretical and methodological aspects of their research in border and transborder regions, and analyzed new developments taking place in border studies.  Border areas covered by the presentations included Romania-Poland, Sweden-Finland, Netherlands-Germany, US-Mexico, and US-Canada.

It would have been difficult to keep up with the day-long presentations and debates if our hosts from the Geography Department, University of Bern, were not so perfect in taking care of our spare time in such imaginative ways, such as touring the unique medieval city of Bern, or acquainting us with the incredibly diverse and tasty Swiss cheese.  

The organizers intend to make iBF an annual event, and they invite all interested students to join the organization.  The next iBF meeting will take place 6-9 February 2003, in Bern.  For more information, contact Dr. Doris Wastl-Walter (dwastl@giub.unibe.ch), Andrea Kofler (kofler@giub.unibe.ch), or Olivier Rosenfeld (rosen@giub.unibe.ch), all at the Department of Geography, University of Bern, Hallerstrasse 12, CH 3012 Bern, Switzerland.  The iBF’s website is www.giub.unibe.ch/sg/ibf/pages/index.html.


New Books by PGSG Members

Beginning with this newsletter, the PGSG is introducing a forum for publicizing new books by PGSG members.  To keep numbers manageable, submissions must be in accordance with the following guidelines:

· For each issue of the newsletter, only books dated the year of the newsletter or the year preceding the year of the newsletter will be announced.

· After a book is announced once, it will not be announced in a later newsletter.

· This listing is for books only, not book chapters, journals, or special issues of journals (PGSG members, however, are encouraged to submit articles publicizing new journals and special issues).

· This is an arena for you to publicize your own book.  If you would like to review/publicize someone else’s book, you are encouraged to submit a brief article.

Now that the rules are out of the way, new books by PGSG members for 2001 and 2002 include:

· Archer, J. Clark, Stephen J. Lavin, Kenneth C. Martis, and Fred M. Shelley, Atlas of American Politics, 1980-2000, Washington, DC: Congressional Quarterly Press, 2001.

· Cohen, Saul, Geopolitics of the World System, Boulder: Rowman & Littlefield, 2002.

· Merrett, Christoper D. and Norman Walzer (eds.), A Cooperative Approach to Local Economic Development, Westport, CT: Quorum Press.

· Sidorov, Dmitri, Orthodoxy and Difference: Essays on the Geography or Russian Orthodox Church(es) in the 20th Century (Princeton Theological Seminary Monograph Series 46), San Jose, CA: Pickwick Publications, 2001.

· Steinberg, Philip E., The Social Construction of the Ocean (Cambridge Studies in International Relations 78), Cambridge: Cambridge U. Press, 2001.


2003 PGSG Dissertation Enhancement Award

The PGSG Dissertation Enhancement Award of $500.00 is to be granted annually to a PGSG student member. Interested students should prepare a mini-dissertation proposal for submission to the Dissertation Awards Committee.  Guidelines for the DEA are as follows: 

1.
The competition is open to all Ph.D. students who are members of the PGSG. 

2.
The DEA proposal should be 8-10 pages in length and include sections covering the research question(s), theoretical issues, conceptual framework, methodology, relevance to political geography, and a budget describing how the $500.00 would be used. 

3.
If a student has already incurred expenses listed in the budget by the time of the award announcement, the student may use the DEA to cover those expenses. 

4.
The DEA proposal should be crafted from the student's dissertation proposal which has been or will be submitted to the Ph.D. committee within the 2002-2003 academic year. 

5.
To enable full consideration of all submissions, entrants should send copies of their DEA proposals to each member of the Dissertation Enhancement Awards Committee listed below by February 15, 2003. 

6.
The results of the DEA competition will be announced to the winner just prior to the annual AAG meeting in New Orleans and the winner will be invited to attend the annual AAG Awards Luncheon at the expense of the PGSG.  The award will be formally announced at the PGSG business meeting in New Orleans and the $500.00 award will be distributed to the winner at that time. The winner’s name and dissertation title will be forwarded to the AAG for publication in the AAG Newsletter.

7.
Questions concerning the competition may be directed to the members of the Dissertation Enhancement Awards Committee. 

Dissertation Enhancement Award Committee:

Dr. Erin Hogan Fouberg, Department of Geography, Mary Washington College, Fredericksburg, VA 22401; efouberg@mwc.edu
Dr. John Heppen, Department of Geography and Mapping Sciences, U. of Wisconsin - River Falls, 410 S. Third Street, River Falls, WI 54022; john.heppen@uwrf.edu
Dr. Julian Minghi, Department of Geography, U. of South Carolina, Columbia, SC 29208; minghi@gwm.sc.edu

2003 Political Geography Student Paper Competition

The student paper competition is open to all students who have written and presented a research paper on a topic in political geography.  Guidelines are as follows: 

1.
The competition is open to all students, however a student may not receive a Student Paper Competition award more than once during her/his tenure as a student.

2.
The entries must be research papers and not complete theses or dissertations. Papers must not be longer than 15 pages plus bibliography. 

3.
Entries must be on a topic in political geography. 

4. 
Paper entries must have been presented at a professional meeting during the twelve month period concluding with the last day of the New Orleans meetings. 

5. 
Papers must be submitted to all three members of the PGSG's Student Paper Award Committee by February 15, 2003. 

6. 
Submissions will normally be divided into Masters and Ph.D. student divisions. 

7. 
Submissions will be judged on their written clarity, methodological and theoretical soundness, and their contributions to research in political geography. 

8. 
All monetary prizes are awarded at the discretion of the Student Paper Award Committee. Prizes will normally include: Doctoral Student Award ($100 + reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee), Master’s Student Award ($100 + reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee), and up to three Honorable Mention awards (reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee).  The results of the Student Paper Award competition will be announced to the winner just prior to the annual AAG meeting in New Orleans and the awardees (including any Honorable Mention awardees) will be invited to attend the annual AAG Awards Luncheon at the expense of the PGSG.  The awards will be formally announced at the PGSG business meeting in New Orleans and the cash awards and registration reimbursement will be distributed to the awardees at that time. The awardees’ names and paper titles will be forwarded to the AAG for publication in the AAG Newsletter.  Following the AAG meeting, awardees will be given an opportunity to submit electronic versions of their papers to the PGSG webmaster for posting on the www.politicalgeography.org website.

9.
Any questions pertaining to eligibility will be resolved by the Student Paper Award Committee.  

Student Paper Award Committee: 

Dr. Michael Shin, Department of Geography, U. of California – Los Angeles, 1255 Bunche Hall, Box 951524, Los Angeles, CA 90095-1524; shinm@geog.ucla.edu
Dr. Randall Wilson, Environmental Studies Department, Gettysburg College, 300 North Washington Street, Gettysburg, PA 17325; rwilson@gettysburg.edu
Dr. Shannon O’Lear, Department of Geography, U. of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Room 220 Davenport Hall, 607 South Mathews Avenue, Urbana, IL 61801-3671; solear@uiuc.edu

Contributions to the Winter 2002/2003 PGSG Newsletter should be sent to Phil Steinberg at psteinbe@coss.fsu.edu. 

Special thanks to the Dept. of Geography at Florida State University for supporting publication of this newsletter and to Kim McClellan for production assistance.


PGSG Governing Board

Meghan Cope, President (SUNY-Buffalo, mcope@geog.buffalo.edu)

Phil Steinberg, Secretary/Treasurer (Florida State University, psteinbe@coss.fsu.edu)

Carl Dahlman (University of South Carolina, dahlman@sc.edu)

Hilda Kurtz (University of Georgia, hkurtz@arches.uga.edu)

Shannon O’Lear (University of Illinois, solear@uiuc.edu)

Gerard Toal (Virginia Tech, toalg@vt.edu)

Student Representative:  Melina Patterson (Rutgers University, mpatters@eden.rutgers.edu)
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