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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Colleagues,

This summer has seen several vibrant discussions on our PGSG-L listserve:  the French referendum on the EU Constitution, diagnoses of destructive forces in the world today (leading to ensuing conversations on meanings of science, cultural optimism, and intertwinings of religion and politics), mapping Iraq war casualties by US hometown, speculations regarding and implications of potential Supreme Court nominees, and, most recently, the electoral college.  Such interaction among our members is certainly commendable and thought provoking! 

At the PGSG Business Meeting in Denver, there was general interest in pursuing Phil’s suggestion to transition our group’s conversations from the PGSG-L listserve to the AAG’s recently unveiled online communication system. In the interest of facilitating that transition, or at least to encourage a trial run, I would like to highlight some of the features of that system in this letter. 

You may have already received messages on the new system if you have paid up your AAG membership and signed onto the PGSG.  You have the option, for the PGSG and other groups with which you are involved, to set personal preferences for this system.  Once logged on to the AAG website, you will see a new box on the lower right hand side titled, “Communities”.  To see the groups or communities to which you are a dues-paying, subscribed member, click on “My Communities”. You can set global preferences (for all groups in which you are member) or local preferences (for each group individually).  You may choose to have postings, including news postings to which you cannot respond and including forum postings to which you can respond, sent to you individually, as daily or weekly digests (all postings in one message), or not all. The last option allows you to read all active postings when you login to the AAG website.  The interface for the system is straightforward and not likely to pose much a challenge. 

The “Forum” part of the community can serve the function of our listserve. Right now in the Forum section there are links to two folders: General Information and Job announcements. Clicking on the "General Information" link will take you to a page listing active discussions and a link to "Create New Topic". There you can type or copy text into a box and send your comments to all PGSG members. Members will receive these postings, again depending on how their individual preferences are set, as an e-mail message. To respond to someone else's posting, login to the website and click on the message to which you are responding (you will not be able to respond directly to e-mail messages that are sent to the group).  

The AAG online communication system offers features comparable to the listserve, a lower level of maintenance, and the bonus feature that members can easily review past discussions without losing valuable storage space in their e-mail boxes.  Please consider this message and the accompanying announcement of this PGSG newsletter as the official starting point of our transition to (or trial of) the AAG online communication system from the PGSG-L listserve. We will have opportunities to reflect on how well the system meets our groups’ needs, so for now it remains to give the system a try.

In closing, I would like to thank Phil Steinberg for his enthusiastic leadership of the PGSG for the last two years and for leaving the office, so to speak, so tidy and well-organized.  I would like to welcome aboard the new committee and Board members, including our new Secretary/Treasurer Fiona Davidson, as well as to thank the people who will continue in their positions of the PGSG.  Welcome, too, to new members of the Political Geography Specialty Group who join us from student, faculty, or other ranks and professions.  

I look forward to the research and discussion that this group will generate over the next few years and to encouraging the mentorship and collegiality that our members have demonstrated.  May your summers end productively, may your fall semesters start sanely, and may your plans for the Annual AAG meeting in Chicago next March come together before the paper and poster submission deadlines in mid-October!

Shannon O’Lear

Lawrence,  Kansas


OPEN LETTER TO STUDENT MEMBERS


Howdy from Aggieland!  I am a master’s student from Texas A&M University and your PGSG student representative for the 2005-2006 term.  I hope everyone has had a relaxing and productive summer.  I recently returned from two months in Sierra Leone where I learned that fieldwork really is a lot of work!  My research interests lie in the intersections of cultural and military geography and my thesis deals with the impact of the civil war in Sierra Leone on its cultural landscape.


My goal with this letter is to inform all graduate students out there of the opportunities afforded by the PGSG and to convince you to participate in events this year.  There are a variety of conferences you all are able to attend, regardless of whether or not you wish to present a paper.  If you do choose to present, there are awards specifically intended for student members. 


I strongly encourage all of you to attend the AAG meeting, which is March 7-11 in Chicago.  Especially if you have never been and even if you do not plan on presenting a paper.  Whether you plan to present a paper or not, this conference provides an excellent opportunity to expose yourself to a diverse array of geographic research and to meet other geographers.  If you plan to present, the deadline for submitting your abstracts is October 13.  Also, if you would like to organize your own session, the PGSG would be happy to sponsor it, although please run it by the executive board first.   You can use it to both attract other presenters to your session (though it is a good idea to have general topic and some people in mind first) and more importantly to attract other political geographers to come listen to the talk.  This is a great way to gain experience presenting in an academic setting under conditions much less stressful than a thesis or dissertation defense and the feedback you receive is often very useful.  If you do attend the AAG, please plan to attend the PGSG business meeting.  There are always too few students there, but it is an important outlet to make changes or be heard with regards to the PGSG. Also, try to attend your regional AAG conference in the fall. It provides a great chance to do a practice run of your presentation before the big conference. 


Already attending the AAG conference and looking for an excuse to take off the entire week from school?  Well, why not come to the political geography pre-conference?  It can honestly be a very worthwhile experience and I am glad a fellow graduate student encouraged me to attend last year.  The pre-conference is much smaller and friendlier than the AAG and since there is only one session at a time you do not have to bribe your fellow graduate students to come watch so that there are more than five people in the audience.  You are not required to present a paper, but I encourage you to take a stab at it.  They are generally a good audience (aside from the grumpy old men table).  The best thing is getting to meet the authors of the dozens of journal articles you have to read every week and to start establishing contacts with people who have similar research interests as yourself.  


If you choose to attend these events there are a few awards worth mentioning.  All Ph.D. students should apply for the dissertation enhancement award, which requires a short dissertation proposal and could get you $800.00 towards your research expenses.  Both Masters and Ph.D. students can submit entries for the student paper competition, one of each will be awarded (and there has not been a master’s student submission in a few years, hint hint).  These 15 page papers must be on a topic in political geography and must have been presented at a conference in the last year.  If you already plan on presenting a paper at either the political geography pre-conference or the AAG this Spring, why not go ahead and submit it to the competition?  Winners will receive $500.00 and a nice lunch.  In addition to cash rewards you also get recognition, which means bragging rights with your advisor and fluff to start filling your c.v.  The deadline for these competitions is a few weeks before the AAG conference.  


And now the added perk of getting to plug my own session!  My research interests are the red-headed stepchild of military and cultural geography, but since neither sub-discipline is willing to acknowledge the other’s existence I wound up in the PGSG (in case you were wondering how a cultural geographer ended up here).  If you think your research falls into a similar category or would like to present on anything regarding civil wars or the relationships between military conflict and landscapes please contact me, as I would like to organize a paper session for the AAG on this topic (this also goes for anyone attending SWAAG).  Farewell, and good luck trudging it through the fall semester!


Very respectfully,


Jeremiah Wagstaff


Texas A&M University


POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY NON-STUDENT ACHIEVMENT AWARDS

The recipients of this year’s Political Geography Specialty Group outstanding achievement awards for non-student political geographers were announced at the 2005 Business Meeting in Denver.  

Awards were as follows:

Julian Minghi Outstanding Research Award.  This award will be given to the author(s) of a journal article, book chapter, or book published during the previous calendar year that makes an innovative, original contribution to the conceptual and/or methodological embrace of political geography.

· Lynn Staeheli, Linda Peake, and Eleonore Kofman for their edited book Mapping Women, Making Politics: Feminist Perspectives on Political Geography (Routledge).

Stanley D. Brunn Young Scholar Award.  This award will be given to an individual who has received her/his Ph.D. within the past ten years, in honor of contributions that have generated new interest in the subfield and/or opened up new areas of inquiry for political geographic research.

· Deborah Martin (Clark University).

Richard Morrill Public Outreach Award.  This award will be given to an individual who has used her or his political geographic expertise to affect change (in public thought or public policy) beyond the academy. 

·  David Newman (Ben Gurion University)


2005 PGSG DISSERTATION ENHANCEMENT AWARD

The PGSG Dissertation Enhancement Award of $800.00 is to be granted annually to a PGSG student member.  This year’s recipient was also announced at the Denver meeting and the award went to: 

· Marco Antonsich, Ph.D. student, University of Colorado


2005 POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY STUDENT PAPER COMPETITION

The student paper competition is open to all students in PGSG and this year’s winner was:

· Reece Jones, Ph.D. student, University of Wisconsin, for the paper, "Sacred Cows and Thumping Drums: Claiming  Territory as "Zones of Tradition" in British India"




(see the website for a copy of this paper)
Many thanks, as always, to the members of these three committees


PGSG ELECTIONS

The results of this year’s PGSG elections were announced at the business meeting – for those who weren’t there in person the results were:

President  - Shannon O’Lear
(University of Kansas)

Secretary-Treasurer – Fiona M. Davidson (University of Arkansas)

Executive Board – Jason Dittmer (Georgia Southern University) and Hilda Kurtz (University of Georgia)(two-year terms)

Executive Board- Student Member – Jeremiah Wagstaff (one year term) (Texas A&M)


PGSG PRE-CONFERENCE 2006

AAG Political Geography Specialty Group Pre-Conference

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, IL

March 5–7, 2006

The Political Geography Specialty Group of the AAG will hold a conference immediately prior to the Annual Meetings of the AAG. As in the past papers on all aspects of political geography are welcome. We also intend to organize a small number of themed sessions on the “Political Geographies of the City”. The city has long been an important focus for work in political geography and we welcome expressions of interest for papers that address the range of current issues and concerns in this area. 

The conference will be held in Urbana, Illinois with the Department of Geography at the University of Illinois serving as the local host. The conference will convene at 6pm on Sunday, March 5 with an opening reception. Paper and discussion sessions will be held on Monday (9am-5pm) and Tuesday morning at the Levis Center, University of Illinois. We will organize transportation to the AAG Conference arriving in time for the Opening Plenary on Tuesday, March 7.

There is no conference registration fee. The Specialty Group has negotiated a discount rate with the Hampton Inn of $79/night for a double room, which must be booked by the 18th of February. Rooms can be booked at this rate from Saturday night (March 4) to Monday night (March 6). The hotel contact number is 217-337-1100. The hotel is 6 blocks from the Levis Center. We would encourage participants to fly direct to Champaign-Urbana although there is a regular bus service from Chicago O’Hare International and bus and Amtrak service from downtown Chicago. 

We ask that potential participants indicate their interest in participating by November 15, 2005, and that abstracts for papers be submitted by February 1.  First priority will be given to those who wish to present papers, and then to those who are willing to serve as session chairs or discussants. Other participants are welcome on a space available basis.

To indicate your interest in participating in the conference, please send an email to amwood@ou.edu by November 15. Provide your name and contact information, and indicate whether you wish to present a paper, serve as chair or discussant, or simply attend. If you are interested in presenting a paper please indicate its general topic or substance.

If you have questions about the conference or require further information, please contact Andrew Wood, University of Oklahoma (amwood@ou.edu) or David Wilson, University of Illinois (dwilson2@express.cites.uiuc.edu).


2006 AAG MEETING IN CHICAGO

The Annual Meeting of the AAG will be held March 7-11 in Chicago, as most of you know.  The deadline for submission of abstracts is October 13th for papers and October 20th for posters.  In addition to our sponsored sessions, all PGSG members are enthusiastically invited to attend the Business Meeting, the Political Geography Plenary Lecture (which will feature a lecture by Jacques Lévy of L’École polytechnique fédérale deLausanne, Switzerland), and the PGSG-sponsored Current Topics Roundtable, all of which should be included in the final program.   Please note that some specialty group business meetings are slated for an 11:50 am – 12:50 pm time slot on Thursday and possibly on Friday rather than the usual evening schedule.  For the complete program, keep an eye on the AAG website at http://www.aag.org/.  Once the program has been finalized, we will send an addendum to this newsletter to PGSG members listing all PGSG-sponsored sessions.


CALL FOR PAPERS – AAG SESSIONS

Political Geographies of Home and Family
Lynn Staeheli (University of Colorado) and Michael Brown (University of Washington) are organizing a session or two on the broad theme of 'Political Geographies of Home and Family' for the AAG Annual Meeting in Chicago next year.   Anyone interested in participating, should contact Michael (michaelb@u.washington.edu) or Lynn (Lynn.Staeheli@colorado.edu) with a title and an abstract.



Critical Encounters Between Governmentality Studies & Marxian Geography

Over the past decade, Foucault’s concept of “governmentality” has strongly influenced scholarship in many academic disciplines, including geography. Although the Foucauldian-inspired governmentality literature has not produced a unified theoretical approach or perspective, most studies of governmentality share a common concern for critically examining the role that “knowledge production” Has played in the formation of modern governmental practices (defined in a broad sense, including both sovereign and non-sovereign forms of power). Marxian geographers have also shown a renewed interest in analyzing the role of the state in the production of abstract space under capitalist rule, yet there
remains considerable room and opportunity for a fuller rapprochement between governmentality studies and Marxian geography.

The aim of this organized session is to bring together scholars with an interest in engaging in a “critical encounter” between governmentality studies and anti-essentialist Marxian geography. Matt Hannah, one of the leading scholars of governmentality in geography, has agreed to be the discussant for one of the sessions. Historical, contemporary, and purely theoretical analyses are all welcome. Potential topics include, but are not limited to, the following:

(1) non-sovereign forms of governmentality and the ordering of space
(2) urban governmentality and capitalism in historical perspective
(3) statistics, mapping, and spatial ordering as technologies of power
(4) contradictory tendencies of governmentalities
(5) governmentality, geography, and the geo-coding of the world

If you are interested in submitting a paper to this session, please email your title and abstract by September 30 to Reuben Rose-Redwood, Ph.D Candidate, Department of Geography, Pennsylvania State University, at rsr158@psu.edu

Discussions of Globalization and Transnationalism

Organizers:  Sonja Pieck, Graduate School of Geography, Clark University, Worcester, MA 01610,  spieck@clarku.edu
Sandra Moog, Sociology Department, University of California- Berkeley, Berkeley,  CA 94720, sandraadele@yahoo.com 

Discussions of globalization and transnationalism often reify binaries of scale, positing oppositions between "the local" and "the global." While geographical and anthropological studies of local social movements negotiating complex multi-scalar politics have begun to move "beyond the binary," scholars have generally treated transnational politics in terms of its positive and emancipatory potential for local groups. But surely transnational space is shot through with the same kinds of power differentials that characterize the global system more broadly? Differences in terms of access to information and financial resources, political outlook and tactical repertoire have plagued many attempts at joint transnational action. Our session proposes not only to move beyond the binary, but also to provide a more nuanced and complex picture of transnationalism under globalization, emphasizing its inherent tensions and unevenness. Papers for this session might focus on transnational campaigns, social movement coalitions, NGO networks, and/or the development of global civil society institutions (i.e., global and regional social fora). If you are interested in participating, please e-mail one of the co-organizers by September 25 with a brief description of your research and presentation plans. We request formal abstracts and registration PINs to be submitted to us by October 12, 2005.

Spaces of Neo-liberalism in Asian “Developmental States”

Co-sponsored by Asian Geography Specialty Group, Political Geography Specialty Group and Economic Geography Specialty Group 

Organizers: Bae-Gyoon Park, Department of Geography, National University of Singapore, 1 Arts Link, 117570 Singapore, geopbg@nus.edu.sg
Asato Saito, Department of Japanese Studies, National University of Singapore, 10 Kent Ridge Crescent, 119260 Singapore, jpsas@nus.edu.sg
Criticizing neo-liberal ideology, in which market forces are assumed to operate according to immutable laws no matter where they are unleashed, increasing numbers of critical social scientists have recently emphasized the contextual embeddedness of neo-liberal restructuring projects. In particular, they have highlighted that neo-liberal ideas and practices have been produced within the national, regional, and local contexts defined by the legacies of inherited institutional frameworks, policy regimes, regulatory practices, and political struggles. Yet much of this discussion has tended to focus on Europe (especially the UK) and the Western hemisphere.

What has happened to the neo-liberal changes in the Asian developmental states (e.g. Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia, China etc.)? In particular, how have the neo-liberal ideas and practices been re-constructed in the Asian countries that have strong path-dependent properties of inherited regulatory landscapes of the “developmental state”? Also, is it agreeable to use the language of “neo-liberalization” to describe the recent market-oriented restructuring processes in the Asian developmental states even though they are hardly “neo-liberal” in terms of their characters and origins? Our session will bring together papers that examine the ways in which these Asian countries have been going through these changes within the national, regional and local contexts defined by the legacies of inherited regulatory practices and ideology of the “state-led developmentalism” and the associated political struggles. 

More particularly, this session seeks to put together a set of papers that foreground the spatial dimensions of such changes in these Asian countries. How have the urban and regional policies of the state been re-formulated with the processes of market-oriented restructuring? How and in what ways have the new spatial strategies of the state been shaped by the politically contested interplays between inherited institutional, political and spatial landscapes of the developmental state and emergent neo-liberal, market-oriented restructuring projects?

Possible topics here might include:

· The changing role of the state in urban and regional development

· Impacts of neo-liberal discourse on urban and regional policies

· Theorizing spatial and scalar restructuring of the state in the context of Asian developmental state

· Rise of special economic zones and its implications on national regulatory  landscape

· Rise of new forms of urban and regional governance

· Empirical studies of the complex geographies of the impacts of neo-liberalization 

The above list is just for illustration, not limitation. We strongly encourage the participants to mobilize your geographical imagination beyond them.

Please send expressions of interest to either one of the organizers by 22 September 2005.

Scaling Up for Context: Conceptualizing and Explaining Lived Experiences In-place

Organizers: Heather Castleden, University of Alberta; Valorie Crooks, York University; Josh Evans, McMaster University; Jeff Masuda, McMaster University

Human geographers are increasingly looking to understand how forces operating beyond the individual level shape, and are shaped by, everyday lived realities. Doing so assists us with conceptualizing the relational (inter)connections between the lived experience in-place and those larger forces which originate at socially constructed and produced scales such as the regional, national, and/or global. As Sheppard (2002, p. 313) contends, geographers interested in understanding scale and scalar relations seek to understand "...how events at a particular scale are shaped by their relationships with different scales." Papers presented in this session will draw attention to causal or explanatory connections between the micro-scale, such as the body, individual, or local, and the macro-scale of larger social, economic, and political forces which exist at various scales. A number of potential themes relevant to this topic may be addressed by participants; they include (but need not be limited to): conceptualizing the global through investigating socio-spatial life in-place; examining how global, supranational, national and/or regional political/economic directives facilitate and/or constrain individual citizens' lived experiences; and/or explaining socio-spatial life through the intersectionality of forces arising at multiple scales. We welcome a range of perspectives that consider different types of lived experiences, places, and scales. Should you be interested in participating in this session, please contact Valorie Crooks with an expression of interest (including [image: image1.png]


working title and topic) no later than September 30th, 2005 by e-mail at crooksva@mcmaster.ca.

Sheppard, E. (2002). The Spaces and Times of Globalization: Place, Scale, Networks, and Positionality. Economic Geography 78(3): 307-330.

Categories in Human Geography

Organizers: Reece Jones (reecejones@wisc.edu) or Adam Moore (adammoore@wisc.edu).  

In recent years the use of all types of categories in academic research has come under substantial scrutiny. The boundaries between different scales, classes, races, ethnicities, nationalities, and genders are being broken down as their multiplicity, hybridity, and intersectionality are increasingly understood.  As each category is questioned, and its socially constructed roots exposed, their utility in academic research has become uncertain at best.  What role should categories play in geographic research?  Is it necessary to maintain a distinction between categories of practice, those that are used and understood by people in everyday life, and categories of analysis used in academic research?  If so, how is this distinction maintained?

This session seeks papers that investigate the theoretical basis of categories in geographical research, case studies that flesh out how these schemes of classification and identification operate in everyday life, and research that explores the tension inherent in geographic concepts that operate as both categories of practice and analysis.

Potential session participants are encouraged to contact the organizers and please include your paper title and a short abstract (250 words).

 
CALL FOR PAPERS – WEST LAKES DIVISION

November 3-5, 2005

57th Meeting of the West Lakes Division, AAG

Co-sponsored by

The IGU Commission on Geography & Public Policy

The University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 52242

Geography of and for Public Policy

The IGU Commission on Geography and Public Policy joins with the West Lakes Division of the AAG to sponsor a conference on Geography of and for Public Policy at The University of Iowa, November 3 through 5, 2005.  The conference will be begin on Thursday evening, November 3 with a reception and keynote address on geographical research for public policy by Dr. Thomas Wilbanks, former AAG President and Distinguished Research Scientist for the Oak Ridge National Laboratory.  Two major events are scheduled for Friday.  The first will be an address on geographical research of public policy by Professor Brij Maharaj of South Africa’s Natal University and a member of the IGU Commission on Geography and Public Policy.  The second will be a banquet address on the status of public policy research in geography by current AAG President Richard Marston of Kansas State University.    

The meeting will have two streams of sessions.  One, in accordance with tradition, will be entirely open to AAG members living in the West Lakes Region, incorporating all geographic research topics. The other will have papers based on the conference theme:  Some will involve geographical analyses of public policy, including studies of the geographical dimensions and consequences of policy; others will examine geographical research to improve public policy.

One can register on line by going to

 https://www.continuetolearn.uiowa.edu/conferencereg/login.aspx
Registration  Queries should be directed to Professor Rex Honey, West Lakes Secretary, by phone at 319 335 0154 or email at Rex-Honey@uiowa.edu.


DAYTON – 10 YEARS LATER: CONFLICT RESOLUTION AND CO-OPERATION PERSPECTIVES
We are glad to announce that the Universities of Primorska (Slovenia) and Sarajevo (Bosnia and Herzegovina) with the participation of the Universities of Sorbonne in Paris (France) and Trieste (Italy) are organizing on the Decennial of the Dayton agreement an International Conference on “DAYTON – 10 YEARS LATER: CONFLICT RESOLUTION AND CO-OPERATION PERSPECTIVES”.

The Conference will be held in Sarajevo, in November 28 – 30, 2005. It will be sponsored by the IGU Commission on Political Geography, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the Central European Initiative (CEI). Both international and local political organizations and institutions will be involved in presenting current developments and future perspectives in the country within a broader regional context of re-integration in South-Eastern Europe and on a continental scale.

The Conference is open to scholars of various disciplines who may contribute to the analysis of the geopolitical, historical, cultural, social and economic aspects related to divergence and convergence processes and perspectives in the area of former Yugoslavia and South-Eastern Europe (SEE). The aim of the Conference is to give an assessment of past developments and conflict resolutions, an analysis of current situations and problems concerning integration/disintegration, and the social and spatial trends with indication on future opportunities for co-operation within a broader European and global context.

The following issues will be focused in special sessions:

· BiH, former Yugoslavia and SEE in an European and global geopolitical context: new protectorates for a new geopolitical order?;

· Security and international relations: the SEE between Western and Eastern strategies;

· Cultural diversity, nationalism and political partition in the Balkans: a historical overview;

· Demography, migrations and the construction of a new social space;

· Inner boundaries and the transformation of the regional structure;

· Cross-border relations and economic co-operation: a possible way to re-integration?

· ‘Unity in Diversity’: BiH as a laboratory for the European challenge in dealing with divergence and convergence social and spatial processes.

The official language of the Conference is English. Participants who wish to give their communications in another language are required to send to the Organizer a complete version of their paper in English by September 15, 2005. All participants are required to send a one-page long abstracts and the registration form to the Organizer by May 30, 2005. 
The conference fee is set at € 100,00 and includes programme materials, the book of abstracts, admission to all sessions, coffee breaks, the welcome dinner and the proceedings of the conference (in about one year after the conclusion of the conference). Payment details will be provided by the Second Circular. The Second Circular with details concerning the conference programme, the site of the conference, accommodation possibilities and other information will be forwarded to participants in June 2005.
The Scientific Board of the Conference: Andree-Louis Sanguin (University of Sorbonne, Chair of the Commission on Political Geography of the IGU), Anton Gosar (University of Primorska, Vice chair of the Commission on Political Geography of the IGU), Safet Nurković (Head of the Deaprtment of Geography, University of Sarajevo), Milan Bufon (Head of the Deaprtment of Geography, University of Primorska), Maria Paola Pagnini (Head of the School of International Relations of the University of Trieste), Julian Minghi (Professor emeritus, University of Columbia).

For further information and registration form please contact via E-mail, Fax or Mail the Conference office at the Faculty of Humanities, University of Primorska, SI-6000 KOPER/CAPODISTRIA, Slovenia; Tel.: **386 5 663 7744; Fax.: ** 386 5 663 7742, e-mail: valentina.bertok@fhs-kp.si.    


2006 POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY STUDENT PAPER COMPETITIONS


The student paper competitions are open to all students who have written and presented a research paper on a topic in political geography.
Guidelines are as follows:

1.      The competition is open to all students, however a student may not receive a Student Paper Competition award more than once during her/his
tenure as a student.  See also 8a below.

2.      The entries must be research papers and not complete theses or dissertations. Papers must not be longer than 15 pages plus bibliography.

3.      Entries must be on a topic in political geography.

4.      Paper entries must have been presented at a professional meeting during the twelve-month period concluding with the last day of the
Chicago meetings.

5.      Hard copies of papers must be submitted to all three members of the PGSG's Student Paper Award Committee by 1 February 2006.

6.      Submissions will normally be divided into Masters and Ph.D. student divisions.

7.      Submissions will be judged on their written clarity, methodological and theoretical soundness, and their contributions to research in political geography.

8.      All monetary prizes are awarded at the discretion of the Student Paper Award Committee. Awards will normally include:

A.  A NEW regional student-paper award: for a paper presented at a Regional AAG meeting; award will be $100 for the top paper(MA or Ph.D. level, only one award); a student may not win both student paper awards;
 B. Doctoral Student Award ($100 + reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee),
C. Master's Student Award ($100 + reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee),
D.  up to three Honorable Mention awards [image: image2.png]


(reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee).


9. The results of the Student Paper Award competitions will be announced to the  winner just prior to the annual AAG meeting in Chicago (March 7-11, 2006) and the awardees (including any Honorable Mention awardees) will be invited to attend the annual AAG Awards Luncheon at the expense of the PGSG.  The awards will be formally announced at the PGSG business meeting in Chicago and the c ash awards and registration reimbursement will be distributed to the awardees at that time. The awardees' names and paper titles will be forwarded to the AAG for publication in the AAG Newsletter.  Following the AAG meeting, awardees will be given an opportunity to submit electronic versions of their papers to the PGSG webmaster for posting on
the www.politicalgeography.org website.

10.     Any questions pertaining to eligibility will be resolved by the Student Paper Award Committee.

Student Paper Award Committee:

Dr. Michael Brown, Department of Geography, Box 353550, The University of Washington, Seattle, Washington 98195-3550; michaelb@u.washington.edu

Dr. Michael Shin, UCLA - Department of Geography, 1255 Bunche Hall, Box 951524, Los Angeles, CA 90095-1524; shinm@geog.ucla.edu

Dr. Helga Leitner, Department of Geography, The University of Minnesota, 414 Social Sciences Building 267 - 19th Avenue South Minneapolis, MN, USA 55455 mailto:helga.leitner-1@umn.edu

2006 PGSG DISSERTATION ENHANCEMENT AWARD

The PGSG Dissertation Enhancement Award of $1,0o0 is to be granted annually to a PGSG student member. Interested students should prepare a mini-dissertation proposal for submission to the Dissertation Awards Committee. Guidelines for the DEA are as follows:

1.  The competition is open to all Ph.D. students who are members of the PGSG.

2.  The DEA proposal should be 8-10 pages in length total (single or double spaced) and include sections covering the research question(s), theoretical issues, conceptual framework, methodology, relevance to political geography, and a budget describing how the $1,000 would be used.

3.  If a student has already incurred expenses listed in the budget by the time of the award announcement, the student may use the DEA to cover those expenses.

4.  The DEA proposal should be crafted from the student's dissertation proposal which has been or will be submitted to the Ph.D. committee within the 2005-2006 academic year.

5.  To enable full consideration of all submissions, entrants should send copies of their DEA proposals to each member of the Dissertation Enhancement Awards Committee listed below.  Electronic submissions are welcome. Final acceptance date for submissions is February 14, 2006.

6.The results of the DEA competition will be announced to the winner just prior to the annual AAG meeting in Chicago and the winner will be invited to attend the annual AAG Awards Luncheon at the expense of the PGSG. The award will be formally announced at the PGSG business meeting in Chicago, and the $1000.00 award will be distributed to the winner at that time. The winner's name and dissertation title will be forwarded to the AAG for publication in the AAG Newsletter.

7. Questions concerning the competition may be directed to the members of the Dissertation Enhancement Awards Committee.

Dissertation Enhancement Award Committee:

Dr. Robert Watrel, Department of Geography, South Dakota State University, Box 504, Brookings, SD 57007; Robert.Watrel@sdstate.edu
Dr. Robert Kerr, Department of History and Geography, University of Central Oklahoma- Liberal Arts Building Rm 202, Box 182, Edmond OK 73034 rmkerr@yahoo.com
Dr. Julian Minghi, Department of Geography, U. of South Carolina, Columbia, SC  29208; minghi@sc.edu

SURVEY OF FACULTY MEMBERS OF PGSG

In September 2005, members of the PGSG who are full time faculty at colleges and universities in the United States and Canada will receive an e-mail message inviting them to complete a web based survey about the teaching of political geography to undergraduate students. The short survey will ask questions about course content and instructional methods. The survey is part of the data collection process for a doctoral dissertation being written by Mark C. Jones, Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Geography, University of Iowa. No such study of the teaching of political geography has apparently been published in English, so PGSG members who receive the e-mail invitation are encouraged to complete the survey.


MEMBER NEWS

Political geographer David Knight is also a musician. As a geographer-musician he has written LANDSCAPES IN MUSIC: SPACE, PLACE AND TIME IN THE WORLD'S GREAT MUSIC, to be published in January by Rowman & Littlefield. The work includes a consideration of contrasting expressions of nationalism. For further information on the book, see http://www.RowmanLittlefield.com/ISBN/0742541169

“Truth gains more even by the errors of one who, with due study and preparation, thinks for himself, than by the true opinions of those who only hold them because they do not suffer themselves to think.”
John Stuart Mill  On Liberty
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