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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Political Geography Colleagues,

I am going to be honest with you:  I do not follow sports. Sure, I know my way around a gym, I ran six miles this morning, and I have been known in the past to arm wrestle. But I have no aptitude for professional sports.  Don’t get me wrong – I would know which end of a hockey stick to hold, I know that “love” means zero, I know that noodling might cost a few fingers, and I know that the movie “Bend it Like Beckham” is about soccer. Let me explain it this way: One day when I was at the University of Illinois, an enthusiastic grad student burst into my office to ask, “Hey, did you see that game against Syracuse last night?!”.  I looked the unexpecting fellow in the eye and informed him that I didn’t even know which sport he was referring to (a response that he met by dropping his jaw and backing slowly out of my office).  Really, I have very little awareness of the world of sports.

That is why I found the recent discussion of the World Cup on the PGSG listserve so riveting. The discussion about the symbolism of different team jerseys and nicknames was interesting.  It became more so when it turned to a discussion of the citizenship and ethnic descent of players and coaches.  By the time the discussion erupted into a full geopolitical analysis of why some countries have multiple representatives in the World Cup qualifying process, I was printing off the e-mails.  I stashed them away in my file for Human Geography, a course I am constantly updating.  Political geography issues of the World Cup – now there is an excellent way to get a class of undergraduates talking about political geography!  

Using the World Cup as a starting point for discussing political geography is a good example of the “WGAD” Principle: Who Gives A Damn?  This principle emerged repeatedly in my Professional Development in Teaching seminar last fall.  Together with the grad students who participated in the seminar, we spent a lot of time discussing why undergraduates in our classes might be interested in geographic concepts and tools.  What if the university eliminated the Geography Department? What would be missing from the undergraduate experience? What is a geographic perspective, and why would a student want one?  These questions led to some insightful conversations about what we teach and why we teach the way we do (or if we should!), but the take-home message was that, as teachers, it is useful to be mindful of the WGAD Principle.  Why should students be knowledgeable about political geography? The PGSG discussion about the World Cup provides some starting points that would be relevant and interesting to our students…

…but not just to our students. Much of what political geographers do is extremely relevant to current events.  Take the simultaneous conversation on the listserve about the Supreme Court’s ruling on Texas redistricting.  Political geographers have much to contribute to public dialog and to policy development.  Some among us excel at finding opportunities for outreach and public involvement, and that is commendable.  Perhaps more of us could follow their lead to demonstrate the WGAD Principle in action. 


LETTER FROM THE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE TO PGSG

I am the graduate student representative to the PGSG for 2006-2007, with the expectation of moving out of the student category in the near future as I finish my dissertation on early-career international geography faculty teaching in the United States.  My research interests revolve around the broad issues of education (pre-collegiate and higher education) and public policy.  With three children (one each in high school, middle school, and elementary school), I not only have a professional but also a personal interest in this topic.  And if you are just beginning graduate work and concerned about the challenges of being a parent or a long-distance student, please don’t hesitate to contact me – I have been living in Colorado Springs and commuting 100 miles to Boulder for the past five years.

As you anticipate resuming a more regular schedule this fall, please ensure that you sit down early with your calendar and pencil in the deadlines for the PGSG student award competitions and the pre-conference (details on page – of this newsletter).  While submitting your work to a critical eye outside your institution can be a bit intimidating, you will have the satisfaction in knowing that comments and suggestions you receive are provided by a group of scholars who have your best interests in mind, and who will help you move forward in your research.  Plus, there is always an opportunity to win money and to add an extra line to your CV.  Details on the awards and where to send the manuscripts can be found on page --.

Preliminary results of my research with early-career faculty suggest that the need for collegiality (defined by Webster’s as power or authority vested equally in each of a number of colleagues) is extremely high, and that departments across the country are inconsistent when supporting faculty interaction.  Attending the PGSG pre-conference is a constructive way to begin to enter the sometimes mysterious realm of academic life, as the setting of the pre-conference promotes both scholarly exchange without the exhaustion of a large gathering and provides an opportunity to observe social and professional interaction.  You can begin to develop your own community and circle of people whom you will come to trust for their opinions and advice – it’s never too early to start!

If you are organizing a session at that fits within the broad spectrum of political geography for either regional or national meetings, please alert a board member so that the specialty group may be listed as sponsoring your session.  Political geography encompasses a diversity of research interests and the listings of sponsored sessions help conference attendees gain a sense of how they might like to structure their time.  Organizing a session is also an excellent way to meet others in your field and to gain some experience with the national association.

I look forward to working with you this year.  Please pass this newsletter on to those who are new to the field or the department, and send me an email if you have any questions.  Best wishes for a productive fall.

Rebecca Theobald

Doctoral Candidate

Department of Geography

University of Colorado

rebecca.theobald@colorado.edu

2007 POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY STUDENT PAPER COMPETITIONS


The student paper competitions are open to all students who have written and presented a research paper on a topic in political geography.
Guidelines are as follows:

1.      The competition is open to all students, however a student may not receive a Student Paper Competition award more than once during her/his
tenure as a student.  See also 8a below.

2.      The entries must be research papers and not complete theses or dissertations. Papers must not be longer than 15 pages plus bibliography.

3.      Entries must be on a topic in political geography.

4.      Paper entries must have been presented at a professional meeting during the twelve-month period concluding with the last day of the
San Francisco meetings.

5.      Hard copies of papers must be submitted to all three members of the PGSG's Student Paper Award Committee by 16 March 2007.

6.      Submissions will normally be divided into Masters and Ph.D. student divisions.

7.      Submissions will be judged on their written clarity, methodological and theoretical soundness, and their contributions to research in political geography.

8.      All monetary prizes are awarded at the discretion of the Student Paper Award Committee. Awards will normally include:

A.  A NEW regional student-paper award: for a paper presented at a Regional AAG meeting; award will be $100 for the top paper(MA or Ph.D. level, only one award); a student may not win both student paper awards;
 B. Doctoral Student Award ($100 + reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee),
C. Master's Student Award ($100 + reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee),
D.  up to three Honorable Mention awards [image: image1.png]


(reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee).


9. The results of the Student Paper Award competitions will be announced to the  winner just prior to the annual AAG meeting in San Francisco (April 17-21, 2007) and the awardees (including any Honorable Mention awardees) will be invited to attend the annual AAG Awards Luncheon at the expense of the PGSG.  The awards will be formally announced at the PGSG business meeting in San Francisco and the cash awards and registration reimbursement will be distributed to the awardees at that time. The awardees' names and paper titles will be forwarded to the AAG for publication in the AAG Newsletter.  Following the AAG meeting, awardees will be given an opportunity to submit electronic versions of their papers to the PGSG webmaster for posting on
the www.politicalgeography.org website.

10.     Any questions pertaining to eligibility will be resolved by the Student Paper Award Committee.

Student Paper Award Committee:

Dr. Colin Flint, Department of Geography, 220 Davenport, MC-150, 607 S. Mathews, University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois 61801; flint@uiuc.edu

Dr. Michael Brown, Department of Geography, Box 353550, The University of Washington, Seattle, Washington 98195-3550; michaelb@u.washington.edu

Dr. Helga Leitner, Department of Geography, The University of Minnesota, 414 Social Sciences Building 267 - 19th Avenue South Minneapolis, MN, USA 55455 mailto:helga.leitner-1@umn.edu

2007 PGSG DISSERTATION ENHANCEMENT AWARD 

The PGSG Dissertation Enhancement Award of $800.00 is to be granted annually to a PGSG student member. Interested students should prepare a mini-dissertation proposal for submission to the Dissertation Awards Committee. Guidelines for the DEA are as follows: 

1. The competition is open to all Ph.D. students who are members of the PGSG. 

2. The DEA proposal should be 8-10 pages in length total (single or double spaced) and include sections covering the research question(s), theoretical issues, conceptual framework, methodology, relevance to political geography, and a budget describing how the $800.00 would be used. 

3.  If a student has already incurred expenses listed in the budget by the time of the award announcement, the student may use the DEA to cover those expenses. 

4.   The DEA proposal should be crafted from the student's dissertation proposal which has been or will be submitted to the Ph.D. committee within the 2006-2007 academic year. 

5.   To enable full consideration of all submissions, entrants should send copies of their DEA proposals to each member of the Dissertation Enhancement Awards Committee listed below.  Electronic submissions are welcome. Final acceptance date for submissions is Tuesday, March 27, 2007. 

6. The results of the DEA competition will be announced to the winner just prior to the annual AAG meeting in San Francisco and the winner will be invited to attend the annual AAG Awards Luncheon at the expense of the PGSG. The award will be formally announced at the PGSG business meeting in San Francisco, and the $800.00 award will be distributed to the winner at that time. The winner's name and dissertation title will be forwarded to the AAG for publication in the AAG Newsletter. 

7. Questions concerning the competition may be directed to the members of the Dissertation Enhancement Awards Committee. 

Dissertation Enhancement Award Committee: 

Dr. Robert H. Watrel, Department of Geography, South Dakota State University, 246 Scobey Hall, Box 504, Brookings, SD 57007; robert.watrel@sdstate.edu 

Dr. Robert M. Kerr, Department of History and Geography,University of Central Oklahoma, 100 N. University Dr., Edmond, OK 73034; rkerr@ucok.edu 

Dr. Gabriel Popescu, Department of Geography, Ball State University, Cooper Life Science Building, Muncie, Indiana 47306; gpopescu@bsu.edu

CALL FOR PAPERS
13th Annual Mini-Conference on Critical Geography
Department of Geography
Ohio State University
Columbus, Ohio, USA
October 13-15, 2006
 
Scope of the Conference
This conference aims to provide a venue for broad discussion and debate in critical geography.  The conference welcomes practitioners and theorists of critical geography, on other words, those committed to understanding and changing exploitative economic, political, cultural, and social spaces and processes.  This goal suggests some current themes of critical geography, although the conference is meant to be catholic in its definition of ?critical?: imperialism, war, neoliberalism, racism, colonialism and postcoloniality, sexism and misogyny, poverty, segregation, health and disease, political movements, indigeneity, global environmental degradation and politics, social nature, geopolitics, disenfranchisement, queer, feminist and radical politics. 
 
We hope that presentations will reflect the great variety of approaches to doing and disseminating critical geographies.  We encourage participants to explore any range of interests, and to use the mini-conference as an opportunity to expand their current research agenda, explore new theoretical landscapes, meet other critical geographers, experiment with research dissemination, and receive friendly feedback on works in progress.
 
Organization
This year?s conference will begin late on Friday afternoon (Oct. 13, 2006) with a keynote address by John Paul Jones, III (University of Arizona) and an opening reception.  We plan to have sessions all day on Saturday and a closing panel (participants TBA) discussion on Saturday evening.  If there is great interest in the conference, sessions will conclude Sunday morning. Sunday morning may also serve as additional discussion time for all participants interested in exploring future critical geographies.
 
Because we wish to provide a forum for discussion of themes in critical geography (and the nature of what constitutes critical geography as well), interested participants should feel free to suggest ways of presenting their research, ideas, and art beyond formal paper sessions. We are open to formats such as round tables, panels and other discussion forums. If you are unsure about a particular format, please contact us.
 
Deadline for Submission of Abstracts: The target deadline for proposing a panel, roundtable, or submitting a paper to the mini-conference is July 15, 2006. Submit abstracts of 200 words or less, or proposals for panels, roundtables, or performances (including title of the paper/session and contact information including email address), to one of the following organizers: 
 
Mathew Coleman (coleman.373@osu.edu)
Mary Thomas (thomas.1672@osu.edu)
Joel Wainwright (wainwright.11@osu.edu)
 
Format
Panels and Roundtable Discussions
If you wish to organize a panel or roundtable (or an entirely different format), please provide a panel title and the contact information for all panelists/participants. Titles for individual contributions (if relevant) should also be provided. Panel organizers are responsible for the specific allocation of time and structure of the panel session. Please note that we reserve the right to add a panelist to previously organized panels if the topics fit.
 
Paper Presentations
Paper presenters should submit a paper title, abstract of 200 words or less, and contact information by the submission deadline. Paper sessions will include 3 papers and a discussant (or 4 papers depending on the number of participants).  This is not a juried conference.
 
By the end of August 2006, a webpage will be available (linked from the OSU Department of Geography?s main page: http://www.geography.ohio-state.edu/), and we will send the direct link to participants by email to aid your travel planning.  Discussants will be identified when the conference schedule is posted by mid September.  Paper presenters should please forward their paper to their discussant via e-mail by October 1. 
 
Accommodation
Detailed information on accommodation forthcoming.
A block of rooms will be reserved at a local hotel, but hotel rooms are also widely available around the campus area.  Visitor parking passes are $3.00 per day at OSU?s surface lots, and the campus is easily available by bus from downtown Columbus.  We will provide links and information about parking, local buses, and other transportation needs on the conference website.
 
Accommodation for Students
Some Ohio State University graduate students may be willing to host graduate students in their homes. If you would like to stay with an OSU graduate student, please contact the conference organizers.
 
In solidarity, the conference organizers are: Mathew Coleman, Becky Mansfield, Mary Thomas, Joel Wainwright. 
 
Brief History of the Conference
The Mini-Conference on Critical Human Geography began as an opportunity for faculty and students to informally exchange ideas and share their research in a collaborative learning environment. In 1994, Byron Miller (Calgary, formerly University of Cincinnati), Kevin Cox (Ohio State), and J.P. Jones (Arizona, formerly of University of Kentucky) held the first conference in the moot court chambers of the University of Cincinnati Law School. Since 2001, the conference has migrated from campus to campus. Today, the conference boasts participants from a variety of programs throughout the United States and Canada.
 
(Although they are not organizing this conference, see the International Critical Geography Group?s webpage for more information about critical geographies and upcoming events: http://econgeog.misc.hit-u.ac.jp/icgg/index.html-ssi.)

Mathew Coleman, Assistant Professor
1156 Derby Hall, 154 North Oval Mall
Department of Geography
The Ohio State University
Columbus, OH 43210-1361 

Email: coleman.373@osu.edu
Phone: (614) 292-9686
Fax: (614) 292-6213 


Photo CD

Many of us have uneven slide collections for Europe because we often focus on specific areas within Europe when we pursue research and travel. Nevertheless, we hold a broader interest in Europe and also teach courses which could be enhanced with additional photos. If we share some of our photos, we can all broaden and improve our photo collections. Consider sending me five of your favorite photos that would fit well into a geography course on Europe. Please send along a Word file with captions that describe what is seen in the photo; include the location and date of the photo. I will put all the photos onto CDs and make them available at the next AAG meeting for a nominal fee that will benefit the ESG. My contact information is George White, Frostburg State University, gwhite@frostburg.edu.    

MEMBER NEWS

Kathleen O'Reilly (Ph.D. Iowa) has joined the Department of
Geography at Texas A&M University as an Assistant Professor

“Truth gains more even by the errors of one who, with due study and preparation, thinks for himself, than by the true opinions of those who only hold them because they do not suffer themselves to think.”
John Stuart Mill  On Liberty
PAGE  
9

