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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear PGSG members,

It is hard not to be cynical as the politically constructed ‘inevitability’ of war with Iraq continues to escalate, other ‘rogue’ states rattle their swords, and the domestic (US) candidates for the 2004 presidential campaign cause us to look both forward to an uncertain future and back on the fiasco of the 2000 election. While it is certainly a lively and fascinating time to be engaged in political geography research and teaching, current events must also make us pause in reflection over the lives already and soon-to-be lost, as well as periodically slap our foreheads in frustration over the short-sightedness and blatant political ambitions of many of our world ‘leaders’. I have raised the issue of citizen-geographers in this space before and I still feel that some of the most important actions we can take are those of interpretation, information dissemination, and the raising of awareness that come through teaching, writing editorials, developing our own areas of expertise, and conducting research on these conditions and events. In this, my last letter to our membership in the capacity of PGSG President, I ask each of you to take advantage of our privileged status as academics to inform and enhance the public discourse surrounding these issues.

And now to the specialty group… It has been common in the PGSG for out-going Presidents to introduce a few pieces of potentially ‘unpopular’ legislation (usually involving money!) and I would like to uphold that beloved tradition by making several proposals to be voted on at the business meeting in New Orleans. I wanted to include them in this letter so that members would have a chance to consider them, and also because I will not be able to attend the AAG meetings this year:

· First, pending financial analysis by the Secretary/Treasurer, I would like to propose raising the amount of the Dissertation Enhancement Award to $1000 from its current level of $500. We have not raised the amount of this award since its inception in the mid-1990s and it is time to do so. 

· Second, I would like to propose a shift in our specialty group’s dues. We currently charge $6/year for faculty and $4/year for student and students make up 1/3 of our membership of approximately 300. In looking over the dues of all the AAG’s specialty groups, our faculty rate is in the middle of the range, while our student rate is one of the highest. If we raised our faculty dues by one dollar and lowered our student dues by one dollar (to $7 and $3) we would be more in line with other groups and would come out ahead financially as a specialty group. We have always put a priority on encouraging student participation and – given that the AAG limits members to signing up with six specialty groups – we need to be mindful of the ‘competition’ out there for students.

· Third, I believe we should revisit the issue of publishing and mailing hardcopy newsletters. With the availability and ease of on-line distribution now (such as PDF files available for pickup from our website), this move makes both technological and financial sense. The newsletter is one of our biggest expenses after student awards and this change will make the above suggestions affordable. 

Finally, allow me to thank all of you for your support in the past two years. I especially appreciate Colin Flint’s assistance in making it a smooth transition from his presidency, and Phil Steinberg’s tireless efforts to keep the group running (I think the Secretary/Treasurer does more work than anyone!), even while he’s on leave. 

On behalf of the whole specialty group I would like to thank the board members who have served in the past two years, the members of special committees (especially the student award judges), and a special thank-you to Darren Purcell (with assistance from Phil Steinberg and Gerard Toal) for making www.politicalgeography.org a meaningful and useful venue for the group.

Peace and well wishes for 2003,

Meghan Cope

PGSG President

Department of Geography

SUNY-Buffalo


15th Annual Political Geography Pre-Conference.

March 1-3, 2003, Wakulla Springs State Park, Wakulla County, Florida
The Political Geography Specialty Group’s 2003 Preconference will be held from Saturday, March 1 to Monday, March 3 at the Wakulla Springs Lodge at Edward Ball Wakulla Springs State Park, located 15 miles south of Tallahassee, Florida.  The hosts for the meeting are Jonathan Leib, Florida State University (jleib@coss.fsu.edu) and Darren Purcell, Florida A&M University (purcelldarren@netscape.net).  We invite you to attend the meeting, participate in the program and submit a paper.

Paper sessions will be held throughout the day on Sunday, March 2 and the morning of Monday, March 3.   The meeting provides an open forum for papers on all topics within political geography.  Students are particularly encouraged to attend and present papers.  The paper sessions will end by noon on Monday to allow travel time for those who want to “experience” Mardi Gras in New Orleans prior to the AAG Annual Meeting.  A banquet will be held Sunday evening (see details below) and field trips are being scheduled.

Tallahassee and Wakulla Springs are located about 400 miles east of New Orleans.  Tallahassee and New Orleans are connected by Interstate 10 (about a six-hour drive).  The two cities are also connected by Amtrak and by various airlines.

In addition to regular sessions, special sessions are being organized around the topic of “The Political Economies of Trade” (see special session announcement below).

To present a paper in a regular session, send an attachment with your name, affiliation, address (mail and e-mail), paper title and abstract (250 words maximum) to Jonathan Leib (jleib@coss.fsu.edu).  Please make your subject line: PGSG 2003 Abstract.  See below for instructions on submitting to the special session on "The Political Economies of Trade."

To insure inclusion on the program, please submit your abstract by February 1, 2003.  Registration fees are listed on the attached registration form.

Wakulla Springs State Park

Wakulla Springs is one of the world’s largest and deepest freshwater springs.  Weather-permitting, swimming in the Springs is available (the water temperature remains a constant 70 degrees).  Wakulla Springs and the Wakulla River have a century-long outstanding reputation for wildlife viewing.  In early March, a number of species of waterfowl will be in the river, as will the ever-present alligators.  River wildlife tours are available (as are glass-bottom boat tours over the Springs, conditions permitting).  For more information on Edward Ball Wakulla Springs State Park, visit the following webpages:

www.dep.state.fl.us/parks/district1/wakullasprings
www.wakullacounty.com/wakulla-5.htm
www.wakullacounty.com/wakulla-30.htm
Alternatively, watch the early Tarzan movies or Creature from the Black Lagoon, which were filmed at Wakulla Springs.

A block of rooms is being held for PGSG participants at the Wakulla Springs Lodge, located within the State Park.  Built in 1937 and listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the Lodge provides a glimpse into historic (read: pre-Disney) Florida.  The Lodge’s architecture is, as one source has put it, “a blend of Spanish and Moorish with art deco motifs,” with many rooms having their original furniture (for further descriptions and pictures of the lodge, visit www.wakullacounty.com/wakulla-24.htm.)  Room rates are $89 single/double for Saturday night, and $79 single/double for Sunday and Monday nights (cots are also available for a fee).  The Lodge has 27 rooms, so reserve early.  To reserve, call the Lodge at: (850) 224-5950 (please mention that you are with the Political Geography Specialty Group Conference).

PGSG Banquet
The PGSG banquet is tentatively scheduled for Sunday night, March 2.  The cost of the banquet is included in your registration fee.

The banquet speaker is scheduled to be Ion Sancho, Supervisor of Elections for Leon County, Florida.  Mr. Sancho is an expert on election law and technology.  Outside of Tallahassee, he is best known for the hundreds of media interviews that he did with reporters from around the world following the 2000 Florida presidential election debacle.  Mr. Sancho’s foresight in modernizing the county’s elections process helped lead Leon County to have the lowest residual vote rate of any of the state’s 67 counties in 2000.

Field Trips
We are presently working on field trips for the meeting.  

We strongly encourage all attendees to take the Wakulla Springs River wildlife boat tour (a.k.a., “Jungle” cruise) down the Wakulla River. Wakulla Springs and the Wakulla River have a century-long outstanding reputation for wildlife viewing.  In early March, a number of species of waterfowl will be in the river, as will the ever-present alligators.  This 45 minute boat tour is conducted regularly every day and costs $4.50.  

Special Session at PGSG Pre-Conference: The Political Economies of Trade

We are seeking papers for sessions that examine the changing political economies of trade.  All approaches on the topic are welcome.  Papers may address, but are not limited to, the changing nature of international trade, national trade policies, and analyses of discourses and practices related to the international trading regime.  Other areas the papers may examine are:

* Development and trade

* International trade theory

* Issues of sovereignty (e.g., extraterritoriality, U.S. federalism)

* Increasing juridical nature of trade

* Geographies of trading blocs

* Effects on firm or business structures (e.g., tax regimes)

* Worker protection legislation

* IMF interventions, debt relief

* Environmental impacts or regulations

* WTO (e.g., structure, trade policy reviews, dispute resolutions, negotiations)

* Role of nongovernmental organizations in trade policy (e.g., WTO, national)

* Specific firm or industry trade strategy

* Resistance movements to neo-liberal trade programs 

To present in this special session, send an attachment with your name, affiliation, address (mail and e-mail), paper title and abstract (250 words maximum) to Maureen McDorman (mkmcdo00@uky.edu) or Darren Purcell purcelldarren@netscape.net).  Please make your subject line: PGSG 2003 Abstract.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Registration Form

AAG Political Geography Specialty Group Preconference

Wakulla Springs, FL, March 1-3, 2003

Name ________________________________________________________________

Affiliation _____________________________________
Email _________________

Address _______________________________________
Phone _________________


  _______________________________________

Registration Payment

Faculty 



$75  _________

Student



$25  _________

Retired Faculty 


$25  _________

Additional Banquet Meals 
$20 _________

Total



_____________

Please make your check out for your registration fees to “PGSG 2003 Preconference.”  Please mail the check and this completed form to:



Darren Purcell



Box 8 – SBI



Florida A & M University



Tallahassee, Florida  32307


New Books by PGSG Members

The following books have been published by PGSG members since the July newsletter:

· Braun, Bruce, The Intemperate Rainforest: Nature, Culture and Power on Canada's West Coast, Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2002.

Correction: Saul Cohen's Geopolitics of the World System, which was announced in the previous newsletter with a 2002 publication date is now slated to be published in 2003.

Do you have a book coming out in 2003?  If so, announce it in this space in the July 2003 PGSG newsletter.  E-mail an announcement of your book's publication to Phil Steinberg at psteinbe@coss.fsu.edu.

2003 PGSG Dissertation Enhancement Award

The PGSG Dissertation Enhancement Award of $500.00 is to be granted annually to a PGSG student member. Interested students should prepare a mini-dissertation proposal for submission to the Dissertation Awards Committee.  Guidelines for the DEA are as follows: 

1.
The competition is open to all Ph.D. students who are members of the PGSG. 

2.
The DEA proposal should be 8-10 pages in length and include sections covering the research question(s), theoretical issues, conceptual framework, methodology, relevance to political geography, and a budget describing how the $500.00 would be used. 

3.
If a student has already incurred expenses listed in the budget by the time of the award announcement, the student may use the DEA to cover those expenses. 

4.
The DEA proposal should be crafted from the student's dissertation proposal which has been or will be submitted to the Ph.D. committee within the 2002-2003 academic year. 

5.
To enable full consideration of all submissions, entrants should send copies of their DEA proposals to each member of the Dissertation Enhancement Awards Committee listed below by February 15, 2003. 

6.
The results of the DEA competition will be announced to the winner just prior to the annual AAG meeting in New Orleans and the winner will be invited to attend the annual AAG Awards Luncheon at the expense of the PGSG.  The award will be formally announced at the PGSG business meeting in New Orleans and the $500.00 award will be distributed to the winner at that time. The winner’s name and dissertation title will be forwarded to the AAG for publication in the AAG Newsletter.

7.
Questions concerning the competition may be directed to the members of the Dissertation Enhancement Awards Committee. 

Dissertation Enhancement Award Committee:

Dr. Erin Hogan Fouberg, Department of Geography, Mary Washington College, Fredericksburg, VA 22401; efouberg@mwc.edu
Dr. John Heppen, Department of Geography and Mapping Sciences, U. of Wisconsin - River Falls, 410 S. Third Street, River Falls, WI 54022; john.heppen@uwrf.edu
Dr. Julian Minghi, Department of Geography, U. of South Carolina, Columbia, SC 29208; minghi@gwm.sc.edu

2003 Political Geography Student Paper Competition

The student paper competition is open to all students who have written and presented a research paper on a topic in political geography.  Guidelines are as follows: 

1.
The competition is open to all students, however a student may not receive a Student Paper Competition award more than once during her/his tenure as a student.

2.
The entries must be research papers and not complete theses or dissertations. Papers must not be longer than 15 pages plus bibliography. 

3.
Entries must be on a topic in political geography. 

4. 
Paper entries must have been presented at a professional meeting during the twelve month period concluding with the last day of the New Orleans meetings. 

5. 
Papers must be submitted to all three members of the PGSG's Student Paper Award Committee by February 10, 2003. 

6. 
Submissions will normally be divided into Masters and Ph.D. student divisions. 

7. 
Submissions will be judged on their written clarity, methodological and theoretical soundness, and their contributions to research in political geography. 

8. 
All monetary prizes are awarded at the discretion of the Student Paper Award Committee. Prizes will normally include: Doctoral Student Award ($100 + reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee), Master’s Student Award ($100 + reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee), and up to three Honorable Mention awards (reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee).  The results of the Student Paper Award competition will be announced to the winner just prior to the annual AAG meeting in New Orleans and the awardees (including any Honorable Mention awardees) will be invited to attend the annual AAG Awards Luncheon at the expense of the PGSG.  The awards will be formally announced at the PGSG business meeting in New Orleans and the cash awards and registration reimbursement will be distributed to the awardees at that time. The awardees’ names and paper titles will be forwarded to the AAG for publication in the AAG Newsletter.  Following the AAG meeting, awardees will be given an opportunity to submit electronic versions of their papers to the PGSG webmaster for posting on the www.politicalgeography.org website.

9.
Any questions pertaining to eligibility will be resolved by the Student Paper Award Committee.  

Student Paper Award Committee: 

Dr. Michael Shin, Department of Geography, U. of California – Los Angeles, 1255 Bunche Hall, Box 951524, Los Angeles, CA 90095-1524; shinm@geog.ucla.edu
Dr. Randall Wilson, Environmental Studies Department, Gettysburg College, 300 North Washington Street, Gettysburg, PA 17325; rwilson@gettysburg.edu
Dr. Shannon O’Lear, Department of Geography, U. of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Room 220 Davenport Hall, 607 South Mathews Avenue, Urbana, IL 61801-3671; solear@uiuc.edu

PGSG-Sponsored Sessions at the 2003 AAG Meeting
At last count, there will be a total of 35 paper, panel, and plenary sessions at the 2003 AAG Meeting sponsored or co-sponsored by the PGSG.  Space prevents a listing of all paper titles, but the following is a listing of panel titles, room assignments, and participating individuals (current as of January 18, 2002).

Wednesday, March 5

8:00-9:40, Burgundy A (4th fl.): Community, Collaboration and the Environment I: Scale, Community and Local Knowledge (M. Purcell, A. Laudati, C. Lund, S. Ambinakudige, R. Wilson)

10:00-11:40, Burgundy A (4th fl.): Community, Collaboration and the Environment II: Participation, Development and Land Use Planning (P. Hurley, G. Wekerle, P. Prabudraj, L Freire de Mello, S. Gardner)

10:00-11:40, Toulouse (2nd fl.): Deterritorialized Geopolitics: Networks and Diasporas (C. Fahrer, C. Abbott, D. Purcell, J. Hakli, C. Dahlman, I. Oas, S. O’Lear)

1:00-2:40, Burgundy A (4th fl.): Community, Collaboration and the Environment III: Politics and Water (S. Seymour, T. Maddock, T. Corbett, S. Rosenberg, T. Forsyth)

3:00-4:40, Claiborne (2nd fl.): Security and GIS: Some Critical Reflections (J. Crampton, M. Hannah, D. Weiner, M. Palmer, M. Curry, E. Sheppard, M.-P. Kwan)

3:00-4:40, Magazine A (2nd fl.): New Research into American Electoral Geography (J. Leib, K. Martis, R. Weichelt, C. McTague, J. Heppen, R. Johnston)

7:30-9:00, St. Charles B (1st fl.): Political Geography Specialty Group Business Meeting

Thursday, March 6

8:00-9:40, Esplanade B (2nd fl.): Human Dimensions Ten Years Hence: Geographic Challenges for the Next Generation (S. Moser, R. Neff, R. Leichenko, H. Eakin, C. Polsky, E. Archer, P. Klepeis, A. Ross, B. Yarnal)

8:00-9:40, Burgundy B (2nd fl.): Reterritorializing and Rescaling Borders and Identities in Post-Socialest Europe I (T. Herrschel, M. Flynn, R. Kaiser, R. Ostergren, M. Le Bossé, U. Best, A. Ivakhiv)

10:00-11:40, Cabildo C (2nd fl.): National Security, Territoriality, and Identity (C. Medlicott, M. Coleman, A. Murphy, M. Curry, J. Sidaway)

10:00-11:40, Burgundy B (4th fl.): Retrerritorializing and Rescaling Borders and Identities in Post-Socialist Europe II: Reimagining Place and Identity in the Post-Socialist City (J. Johnson, D. Sidorov, Y. Medvedkov, O. Medvedkov, S. Iyer, R. Herrschel)

1:00-2:40, Burgundy B (4th fl.): Reterritorializing and Rescaling Borders and Identities in Post-Socialist Europe III: Competing Geographies of Identity (C. Young, H. Johansen, M. Fleming, K. Singh, R. Kaiser)

1:00-2:40, Rampart (4th fl.): Political Theory and Space (A. Secor, M. Brown, E. Isin, S. Smith, C. Rasmussen)

1:00-2:40, Esplanade B (2nd fl.): Development and Security I: Critical Case Studies (D. Sporton, J. Unruh, C. Simmons, K. Schlosser, C. Dahlman)

1:00-2:40, Poydras A (2nd fl.): Transborder Regions – Spaces of Division and Unity? I: Glacnes on Theories in Border Studies (G. Popescu, A. Kofler, J. Fall, M. Van Der Velde)

3:00-4:40, Poydras A (2nd fl.): Transborder Regions – Spaces of Division and Unity? II: Applied Research in Border Studies (N. Lowery, E. Spenner, C. Brown)

3:00-4:40, Burgundy B (4th fl.): Reterritorializing and Rescaling Borders and Identities in Post-Socialist Europe IV: Competing Geographies of Identity in Post-Socialist Europe (D. Kostovicova, J. Regulska, P. Kabachnik, O. Reut, C. Young)

3:00-4:40, Esplanade B (2nd fl.): Development and Security II: Conceptual Approaches (S. Brunn, J. Mitchell, M. Kuus, A. Susarla, E. Carr)

5:00-6:40, Esplanade B (2nd fl.): Development and Security III: Where Might We Go From Here? (E. Carr, G. Toal, W. Moseley, S. Brunn, S. O’Lear, J. Mitchell, P. Robbins, J. Hyndman)

5:00-6:40, Prytania (2nd fl.): Devolution, Constitutional Change and Economic Governance in the United Kingdom (M. Jones, M. Goodwin, S. Musson, A. Wood, P. Shirlow, K. Cox)

5:00-6:40, Cabildo C (2nd fl.): Political Geography Specialty Group Plenary – Place, Culture, Nation, and State: Uneven Developments in Political Geography (S. Marston, R. Van Deusen, J. Jakobsen)

Friday, March 7

8:00-9:40, St. Charles B (1st fl.): Speaking of/for Other Natures (K. Nakashima, C. Desbiens, W. Wolford, J. McCarthy)

8:00-9:40, Rampart (4th fl.): Work Place & Home Place: The Political Geography of Labor-Community Alliances (C. Ntinori, R. Brownstein, D. Hosang, J. Holgate, S. Hossain, C. Benner)

10:00-11:40, St. Charles A (1st fl.): Geography, Thy Name is Peace? Theoretical and Applied Perspectives on a Geography of Peace (M. Corson, G. Toal, E. Palka, P. Routledge, G. Herb)

10:00-11:40, Canal A (1st fl.): Teaching the American South in Geography (D. Alderman, P. Carter, J. Leib, G. Webster, B. Wilson)

10:00-11:40, Gentilly (2nd fl.): The Production of Capital Cities I: (Re-)Inventing the Capital (A. Cochrane, G. Baeten, R. Argenbright, G. Desfor, J. Jorgensen, E. Tretter, K. Cox)

1:00-2:40, Canal B (1st fl.): Geographies of Memory and Belonging: A Gendered Perspective I (A. Datta, T. Abbruzzese, L. Yang, T. Fenster, K. Morin)

1:00-2:40, Gentilly (2nd fl.): The Production of Capital Cities II: Capital Cities and Global Networks (J. Sidaway, B.-G. Park, F. Rouhani, I. Gordon, S. Steets, M. Samers)

3:00-4:40, Burgundy A (4th fl.): Environment, Natural Resources and Conflict I (M. Silberfein, P. Le Billon, C. Abbott, S. O’Lear, C.-L. Tam)

3:00-4:40, Canal B (1st fl.): Geographies of Memory and Belonging: A Gendered Perspective II (C. Llerenas, E. Christensen, H. Muzaini, T. Mayer, A. Oberhauser)

5:00-6:40, Elysian Fields (2nd fl.): The Mobile Body III: Migrations and Displacements (D. Delaney, J. Hyndman, R. Cox, K. McKinnon, K. Davis)

5:00-6:40, Girod (2nd fl.): Redefining Civil Society: Space, Place and Associational Life (L. Appleton, S. Radcliffe, T. Perreault, J. O’Loughlin, E. Dunn)

5:00-6:40, Burgundy A (4th fl.): Environment, Natural Resources and Conflict II (W. O’Brien, T. Fletcher, N. Trumbull, C. Staddon)

Saturday, March 8

8:00-9:40, Delgado (2nd fl.): Geographies of Citizenship I: Othering the Citizen/Non-Citizen (R. Saunders, J. Russell, T. Alexander, C. Gowar, H. Leitner)

10:00-11:40, Delgado (2nd fl.): Geographies of Citizenship II: Structuring Local Citizenship (R. Ghose, K. Hankins, J. Housel, B. Kraxberger, F. Shelley)

1:00-2:40, Delgado (2nd fl.): Geographies of Citizenship III: Rescaling the Spaces of Citizenship (C. Phillips, H. Kurtz, M. Varsanyi, L. Staeheli, P. Wood, P. Ehrkamp)

Special thanks to the Dept. of Geography at Florida State University for supporting publication of this newsletter and to Kim McClellan for production assistance.
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