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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear PGSG Members,

Think of Atlantic City and what comes to your mind?  A gaudy boardwalk?  Grainy black-and-white movies of Depresssion-era bathers?  Urban decay?  Perhaps, or if you’re of my generation you most likely associate Atlantic City with games of chance, where you risk your fortune.

Risk has been a prominent theme in political geography for the past decade or so.  Long a favorite concept among geopoliticians (it’s the name of their favorite board game), the concept has entered broader social and political thought through Ulrich Beck’s writings on the “risk society.”  According to Beck, we have entered a new world where personal decisions and public policy are driven less by the desire to maximize opportunity as by efforts to minimize danger.  

This perspective can be seen in the campaigns of several of the Democratic Party presidential contenders, especially the Dean and Clark campaigns with their overriding messages of “Are you safer than you were four years ago?” and “Is your financial/employment situation more secure than it was four years ago?”  The implied message of these campaigns is not “I will make America great again” but “I will provide you with a level of security that the Bush administration is failing to provide.”  When it comes time to vote, many primary voters will also be making risk calculations of a different sort: Will it be “dangerous” to vote for the candidate whom I’d really like to win, given that this could throw the election to a candidate whom I detest?

A society (or an election) based on risk-avoidance sounds depressing, but it doesn’t have to be.  Playing with risk – while perhaps driven by a desire to avoid the worst consequences – is also charged with ideals and expectations.  Perhaps this is the appeal of gambling.  Many gamblers keep gambling because they see it as the best way of getting out of debt.  Of course it isn’t, but their cost-benefit calculations are clouded by the ideal of winning the jackpot.  

And this brings me to two risks that you might consider taking when you’re attending the PGSG pre-conference this March in Atlantic City.  The first of these is at the casinos.  The conference hotel is a short ride from the boardwalk, and all participants should go there, to experience a cultural phenomenon and a (debatable) urban renaissance if not to actually partake in games of chance.  If you do choose to hit the slot machines or blackjack tables, please gamble responsibly; PGSG does not have the funds to pick up your hotel bill if you go bankrupt.

The other risk that you might want to take in Atlantic City is at the conference itself.  The conference is small and intimate, and it’s the ideal place for graduate students (and other risk averse geographers) to present works in progress.  While presenting your research is never a no-risk activity, I know of no venue that presents a lower risk than a PGSG pre-conference.  This is especially important for graduate students who, understandably, tend to be most fearful.  

PGSG pre-conferences are (to use another term popular during this electoral season) “family-like” events, and the family is very welcoming to new members.  Even if your presentation does not go well, you likely will have further opportunities to discuss your ideas with political geographers ranging from first-year master’s students to emeritus professors.  Or if you mess up and want stick your head in the sand, that’s ok, too; we’ve all wanted to do this at one point or another after a presentation.  (If you do this in Atlantic City, though, please see the previous paragraph about not blowing your savings at the casinos).  

Most likely, though, you’ll do just fine.  The extra time allowed for a PGSG paper (as opposed to one presented at the AAG) often allows the presenter to turn a mildly interesting paper into a fascinating case study.  For whatever it’s worth, I gave my first public presentation at a PGSG pre-conference, and I haven’t turned back.

For more information on the preconference, see the call-for-papers later in this newsletter.  

I hope to see all of you in Atlantic City and, after that, in Philadelphia.  Or, as they say in Philly….

See Youse There,

Phil Steinberg

President, PGSG

Department of Geography

Florida State University


OPEN LETTER TO STUDENT MEMBERS

Dear PGSG Student Members,

I hope you all had a nice holiday and found the time to renew your “spirits” in preparation for the coming academic year. Now that the holiday reveling has subsided, a new year, full of PG-related academic events, is ahead of us. 

As most of you know, the time is fast approaching for this year’s 100th AAG conference in historic Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. In addition, and of special interest to our PGSG student members, this year’s PGSG pre-conference in Atlantic City, New Jersey is sure to be worth the trip. Generally, a substantial number of PGSG student members participate in these events, but there is still room for improvement as participation is beneficial to students in all stages of their research. 

The location of this year’s PGSG pre-conference in Atlantic City might constitute in itself an enticing incentive to participate. The pre-conference together with participation in this year’s AAG conference will mean a longer that usual March break, though it may strain a bit a student’s budget. Nonetheless, the opportunities these professional meetings offer for PGSG student members are indeed considerable.  

The PGSG pre-conference is a good opportunity for students to get feedback for their research in a student-friendly environment. The number of organized sessions is usually small enough to allow for a large number of participants to attend each session. This means that your presentation will be heard by many PGSG members, and therefore the possibility of insightful feedback for students is greater. Even for non-presenters there is experience to be gained through learning of other’s research. 

The AAG conference is the main geographic event of the year in North America, and as some will argue, in the world. With participation averaging 5,000-6,000, it is easy to imagine that the AAG conference is to be taken seriously. In addition, this year’s Philadelphia AAG conference marks the AAG’s centenary, therefore it is expected to be a “special” one. 

Given its size and diversity the conference offers almost unlimited professional opportunities for students. PGSG student members can meet other students and professors with similar research interests from both the US and abroad. These contacts can lead to invitations to participation in other professional meetings all over the world, shared publication of research, and in general to a personal network of academics that may prove very helpful later in one’s career. 

Students can also benefit from the extremely diverse topic selection that AAG sessions offer. This may help those that are still looking for a research topic, as well as those that are looking for alternative approaches to the issues of their research. 

Students who are looking to finance fieldwork may also find participation useful. In addition to PGSG awards, a plethora of other awards in PG related fields are usually available for students. Students who are looking for a career position in geography, or who soon will be, may as well find opportunities while attending the conference. 

There are of course many other ways students can take advantage of AAG conference participation. Most of the times students find for themselves these benefits as everyone has their own interests and research agendas. However, regardless of these diverse interests, the AAG conference does have the potential to offer everyone something to enrich their academic experience.

Gabriel Popescu

Florida State University


PGSG PRECONFERENCE 2004

The Political Geography Specialty Group’s 2004 Preconference will be held Saturday and Sunday, March 13 and 14, in Atlantic City West, New Jersey. The hosts for the meeting are George and Emily White, Frostburg State University (gwhite@frostburg.edu). Assistance is provided by Bradley Wilson, Rutgers University.

The PGSG Preconference provides an open forum for innovative papers in political geography.  Students are particularly encouraged to attend and present papers.  Paper sessions will be held throughout the day on Saturday and Sunday with sessions ending late Sunday afternoon. Paper sessions this year at the AAG Meeting in Philadelphia will begin Monday morning this year instead of the usual Tuesday morning. The distance from the Clarion Hotel and Convention Center to the site of the AAG meeting is approximately 58 miles (according to Mapquest.com).

To present a paper in a regular session, send an attachment with your name, affiliation, address (mail and e-mail), paper title and abstract (250 words maximum) to George White (gwhite@frostburg.edu).

To insure inclusion on the program, please submit your abstract by February 16, 2004.

Hotel Accommodations

The Preconference will take place at the Clarion Hotel and Convention Center in Atlantic City West, New Jersey, five miles from the boardwalk (free shuttles to the boardwalk available). A block of suites is being held for PGSG participants at the Clarion Hotel. Each suite contains two bedrooms. Suite rates are $89. Individual rooms are not available at the conference rate. A $25.00 per extra charge will be applied for “more than double Occupancy, not to exceed quad occupation.” Please mention that you are with the Political Geography Specialty Group Conference to get these rates. The rate is available for Friday, Saturday, and Sunday nights. Twenty-five suites have been set aside but the rate will only be available until February 18, 2004. To reserve, call the Clarion at: 1-800-782-9237.

Hotel Address: 6821 Black Horse Pike, Atlantic City West, NJ 08234

Directions By Car to Hotel

From the New York City Area: Take the Garden State Parkway South to Exit 37 (Pleasantville). After you exit, make a left at the traffic light on to Washington Avenue. Turn right at the first traffic light onto Fire Road. At the next traffic light, make a left onto Route 40/Black Horse Pike. The Clarion Hotel and Convention Center will be a half-mile on the right.

From Philadelphia: Follow Interstate 95 North to the Walt Whitman Bridge to Route 42 South. Follow Route 42 South (aka North/South Freeway) to the Atlantic City Expressway. Follow the Atlantic City Expressway to Exit 7S - Garden State Parkway South, you will be on the Garden State Parkway for a half-mile. Exit at number 37 - Pleasantville. After you exit, make a left at the traffic light on to Washington Avenue. Turn right at the first traffic light onto Fire Road. At the next traffic light, make a left onto Route 40/Black Horse Pike. The Clarion Hotel and Convention Center will be a half-mile on the right.

From Delaware and Maryland: Take Interstate 95 to the Delaware Memorial Bridge, when you get over the bridge exit at Route 40. Stay on Route 40 for approximately 50 miles. The Clarion Hotel and Convention Center is located on the right side of Route 40 in Atlantic City West.

Directions By Rail to Hotel

From Amtrak’s Philadelphia station (30th Street), take New Jersey Transit’s Atlantic City Line to Absecon (the stop before Atlantic City).  The train takes about 1 hour and 20 minutes and costs $6.05 one way.  Call the hotel at 1-800-782-9237 in advance to arrange for the hotel shuttle to pick you up from the train station.

Directions By Bus to Hotel

Greyhound Bus has a station at 1001 Filbert Street for those flying into Philadelphia. The station is only a couple of blocks from the location of the main AAG meeting at 1201 Market Street. The travel time from Philadelphia to Atlantic City is approximately 75-90 minutes, buses leave hourly. The fare is $10.00. The Greyhound Bus station is located at 1901 Atlantic Ave. in Atlantic City. The station is less than 8 miles from the Clarion Hotel and Convention Center. From there, take a taxi or arrange for someone with a car to pick you up.

Directions From the Atlantic City Airport to Hotel

The Atlantic City Airport is approximately 8 miles from the Clarion Hotel and Convention Center. The airport is serviced only by Delta Airlines  and Spirit Airlines.  Delta only has two flights a day to Atlantic City, both from Cincinnati.  Spirit is a small carrier that flies non-stop to Atlantic City from several locations in Florida (Tampa, Ft. Myers, Ft. Lauderdale, Orlando, and West Palm Beach), Myrtle Beach, and Detroit. Spirit also offers connecting service through Detroit from Las Vegas, Los Angeles, and Denver). Call the hotel at 1-800-782-9237 in advance to arrange for the complimentary hotel shuttle to pick you up from the airport.

GENERAL HOTEL INFORMATION

Location and Transportation

Our Hotel is a full service Resort Hotel, located on a main artery and is minutes away from the Casinos, beaches and Boardwalk. We are easily accessible by all modes of transportation - auto, rail, bus and air. The hotel is nestled among fifteen professionally landscaped acres, which boast an abundance of free parking. Complimentary shuttle service is available to and from Atlantic City International Airport, train station and bus station with advance notice. Shuttle service to the Atlantic City casinos departs from our front door throughout the day with coin bonuses and may discounts.

Accommodations

Enjoy luxury and comfort in each of the 213 beautifully appointed guest rooms surrounding a stunning atrium lobby. Choose from 110 deluxe double/double bedded rooms with desk/work areas, 98 atrium suites with separate living rooms, or 5 king bedded Jacuzzi suites. All of our guest rooms have 2 telephones, one with a computer jack.

Dining and Entertainment

Our restaurant, Dr. T's Bistro has a varied menu. Enjoy the mouth-watering special prepared by our Executive Chef. Accompany your meal with a selection from our extensive wine list. Dr. T's is the liveliest nightclub in the area, featuring specialty drinks and complimentary Hors d'oeuvres. Watch for your favorite sports team on Dr. T's ten-foot TV screen or dance the night away to the sound of your favorite tunes. Room service is available throughout the day and evening.

Recreation

Enjoy an invigorating workout in the Fitness Center off the main lobby offering aerobic and weight equipment, or relax poolside at our outdoor swimming pool.

Meeting Facilitites

Hi-tech modern rooms accommodate groups of 10 to 1,000 people. These include a richly-appointed Executive Boardroom and a combination of twelve meeting rooms, including the Crystal Ballroom and our newly completed Grand Ballroom. Special banquet menus with unique selections are available. Our chef can easily accommodate your special dietary need or budgetary guidelines. Individual heating and air conditioning, multiple outlets, specialized lighting and hi-tech telecommunication systems with audio-visual aides are available. Each meeting room has been fully wired to allow easy computer hook-up. Kosher Catering is available.
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Registration Form

AAG Political Geography Specialty Group Preconference

Atlantic City West, NJ, March 13-14, 2004

Name ________________________________________________________________

Affiliation _____________________________________
Email _________________

Address _______________________________________
Phone _________________


  _______________________________________

Registration Payment

Faculty 


$60  _________

Student


$20  _________

Retired Faculty/Spouse
$20  _________

Total



Please make your check out for your registration fees to the “Political Geography Specialty Group.”  Please mail the check and this completed form to:



George W. White



Department of Geography



Frostburg State University



Frostburg, MD  21532

Please contact George White if you have questions about the preconference (gwhite@frostburg.edu)


2004 AAG MEETING IN PHILADELPHIA

All PGSG members are enthusiastically invited to attend the Business Meeting Tuesday evening and the Political Geography Plenary Lecture Wednesday morning (yes, morning!).  These sessions are in bold below.  All of the following sessions are sponsored by the Political Geography Specialty Group. The full meeting program is available on line through the AAG website at http://convention.allacademic.com/aag2004/schedule.html.

2117. 'The New Path to a New City'? Urban Politics Twenty One Years after Castells’ The City and the Grassroots I: Theorizing Struggle and the State 
Monday, 3/15/2004 from 8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

2136. (Dis)Abling Neoliberalism
Monday, 3/15/2004 from 8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

2217. 'The New Path to a New City'? Urban Politics Twenty One Years after Castells’ The City and the Grassroots II: The Grassroots in a Neoliberal Age
Monday, 3/15/2004 from 10:00 a.m. - 11:40 a.m.

2417. 'The New Path to a New City'? Urban Politics Twenty One Years after Castells’ The City and the Grassroots III: Panel Discussion
Monday, 3/15/2004 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.

2426. Globalization’s Many Dimensions: Destructive, Disciplinary or Contradictory?: Paper Session 1
Monday, 3/15/2004 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.

2437. 100 Years of Electoral Geography on Boths Sides of the Atlantic: Separate Approaches to Similar Questions I
Monday, 3/15/2004 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.

2502. Environmental Conflict and Resolution
Monday, 3/15/2004 from 3:00 p.m. - 4:40 p.m.

2526. Globalization’s Many Dimensions: Destructive, Disciplinary or Contradictory? 2: Panel Session
Monday, 3/15/2004 from 3:00 p.m. - 4:40 p.m.

2537. 100 Years of Electoral Geography on Both Sides of the Atlantic: Separate Approaches to Similar Questions II
Monday, 3/15/2004 from 3:00 p.m. - 4:40 p.m.

3117. Political Ecologies in the Exurban Regions I: Preserving Nature, Environmental Conflicts and Discourses
Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

3123. Bringing The State Back In (To Geography) I
Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

3127. Author-Meets-Critics: On the Fault Line: Race, Class and the American Patriot Movement
 Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

3158. Geographies of Transnationalism I: The politics of development
Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

3217. Political Ecologies in the Exurban Regions II: Movement Politics, Planning and Environmental Conflicts 
Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 10:00 a.m. - 11:40 a.m.

3223. Bringing The State Back In (To Geography) II
Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 10:00 a.m. - 11:40 a.m.

3227. Geography of War and Peace I: States, Terrorism, and Ideology
Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 10:00 a.m. - 11:40 a.m.

3414. Rescaling political spaces? Uneven city-regional state capacities and social mobilization Part I
Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.

3419. Place, Space and Calculation I
Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.

3423. Bringing The State Back In (To Geography) III
Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.

3427. Geography of War and Peace II: Borders, Landscapes, and Insurgency
Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.

3436. Radical Body Politics I
Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.

3458. Part III Geographies of Transnationalism: The Politics of Migration
Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.

3509. State-society relations and geography: Part 2
Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 3:00 p.m. - 4:40 p.m.

3514. Rescaling poilitical spaces? Uneven city-regional capacities and social mobilization Part II
Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 3:00 p.m. - 4:40 p.m.

3519. Place, Space and Calculation II
Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 3:00 p.m. - 4:40 p.m.

3536. Radical Body Politics II
Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 3:00 p.m. - 4:40 p.m.

3724. Political Geography Specialty Group Business Meeting
 Tuesday, 3/16/2004 from 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

4115. Rethinking migrants and immigrant incorporation I: Migrants & migrancy
Wednesday, 3/17/2004 from 8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

4126. Nation, State, and Identities in Finland
 Wednesday, 3/17/2004 from 8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

4128. State-society relations and geography: Part 1
Wednesday, 3/17/2004 from 8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

4144. Environmental Contentions, Working Through Meanings and Scale I: Framing the Political Ecologies of Environmental Conflict and Sustainability
Wednesday, 3/17/2004 from 8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

4215. Rethinking migrants and immigrant incorporation II: The politics of assimilation
Wednesday, 3/17/2004 from 10:00 a.m. - 11:40 a.m.

4228. State-society relations and geography: Part 3
Wednesday, 3/17/2004 from 10:00 a.m. - 11:40 a.m.

4241. Territorializations of security/identity
Wednesday, 3/17/2004 from 10:00 a.m. - 11:40 a.m.

4244. Environmental Contentions, Working Through Meanings and Scale II: Developing Post-Colonial Inclusions/Exclusions and the Political Ecologies of Knowledge
Wednesday, 3/17/2004 from 10:00 a.m. - 11:40 a.m.

4444. Environmental Contentions, Working Through Meanings and Scale III: Conflicted Ecological Imaginaries and the Scalar Politics of Protest
Wednesday, 3/17/2004 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.

4544. Environmental Contentions, Working Through Meanings and Scale IV: Water – Power – Knowledge
Wednesday, 3/17/2004 from 3:00 p.m. - 4:40 p.m.

4141. Political Geography Plenary Lecture: Susan Smith will be the speaker.
Wednesday, 3/17/2004 from  8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

5136. Rethinking migrants and immigrant incorporation III: Transnationalism, home, and citizenship
Thursday, 3/18/2004 from 8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

5144. Environmental Contentions, Working Through Meanings and Scale V: Envisioning Landscape Conservation and the Politics of Place
Thursday, 3/18/2004 from 8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

5149. Geopolitical Categorizations and the Risk Society: “Dangers” to “Public Life” at the Border
Thursday, 3/18/2004 from 8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

5244. Environmental Contentions, Working Through Meanings and Scale VI: Critical Approaches to Mapping Environments and Livelihoods
Thursday, 3/18/2004 from 10:00 a.m. - 11:40 a.m.

5249. Landscapes of Terror: Geographical Dimensions of a New Imperialism
Thursday, 3/18/2004 from 10:00 a.m. - 11:40 a.m.

5403. session 1. Contested Urban Futures I: Spaces of Neoliberalization
Thursday, 3/18/2004 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.

5439. EU and NATO Enlargement and the Redemarcation of Europe
Thursday, 3/18/2004 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:40 p.m.

5503. Session 2. Contested Urban Futures II: Networks of Contestation
Thursday, 3/18/2004 from 3:00 p.m. - 4:40 p.m.

6114. Cartographies of Citizenship I: Policing Dissent
Friday, 3/19/2004 from 8:00 a.m. - 9:40 a.m.

6214. Cartographies of Citizenship II: Mapping Difference
Friday, 3/19/2004 from 10:00 a.m. - 11:40 a.m.

6410. Everyday Regionalizations and Media I: Space, Identity, Representation
Friday, 3/19/2004 from 2:00 p.m. - 3:40 p.m.

6506. Frontline Geographies: Worksites of struggle and resistance
Friday, 3/19/2004 from 4:00 p.m. - 5:40 p.m.


ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CALLS FOR PAPERS

Political Geography conference in Poland

The 9th ‘Lodz’ International Conference on Political Geography, “The Role of Borderlands in United Europe”, organized by the Department of Political Geography and the Regional Studies University of Lodz, Silesian Institute in Opole (both in Poland) and the Institute of Geology and Geography in Vilnius (Lithuania), will be held September 15-17, 2004 in Wigry and Vištitis.  

The aim of the conference will be to discuss: 

· Borderlands as areas stimulating integration processes

· The role of borderlands in the formation of the European Union

· The eastern borderland of the European Union before and after its extension in May 2004

· Polish eastern fringe after the extension of the European Union

· Eastern policy of the European Union 

· The role of inner (ethnic, religious, cultural) borderlands in contemporary integration processes.

During the conference there will be two excursions in neighbourhood of Sejny (a multicultural Polish-Lithuanian region, two villages of a small religious group - orthodox old believers) and to the Republic of Lithuania at the Vististis Lake on the Lithuanian-Russian border.  It may also be possible to visit the point of convergence of the border of three states (Poland, Russia and Lithuania). The place of the conference will be old monastery in Wigry with accommodation in monk' hermitages (now a good quality hotel).

A registration form, in Word format, is available at circular1 wigry.doc.

Announcing a new journal from Routledge, and a call for papers

Capitalism Nature Socialism

Founding Editor: James O'Connor - Center for Political Ecology, Santa Cruz, USA

Editor-in-Chief: Joel Kovel - Bard College, New York, USA

Managing Editor: Barbara Laurence - Center for Political Ecology, Santa Cruz, USA

Book Review Editor: Roger Gottlieb, Worcester Polytechnic Institute, USA

Capitalism, Nature, Socialism (CNS) is an international red-green journal of theory and politics. Key themes are the dialectics of human and natural history; labor and land; workplace struggles and community struggles; economics and ecology; and the politics of ecology and ecology of politics. The journal is especially concerned to join (and relate) discourses on labor, ecology, feminist and community movements; and on radical democracy and human rights. Further details about the journal can be found at http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/10455752.asp

The editors of Capitalism Nature Socialism would welcome contributions for the 2004 Volume. For full details about submissions, please visit http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/authors/rcns_cfp.pdf 

Call for Nominations: Achievement in Political Geography

At the 2003 business meeting, the PGSG members present realized that the achievements of a number of political geographers (inside and outside academia) were going unrecognized, and there was a consensus to create a number of occasional awards for some of our outstanding colleagues.  Awards may be given for accomplishments including lifetime achievement, exemplary contribution beyond academia, outstanding book, new scholar, work in mentoring young scholars, service to the international political geography community, etc.  If there is a political geographer whom you think is deserving of an award, send an e-mail to PGSG president Phil Steinberg at psteinbe@coss.fsu.edu.  Briefly state whom you are nominating, what award you think this individual deserves, and justify your nomination.  All decisions to grant awards will be made by the PGSG Board.


2004 PGSG DISSERTATION ENHANCEMENT AWARD

The PGSG Dissertation Enhancement Award of $800.00 is to be granted annually to a PGSG student member. Interested students should prepare a mini-dissertation proposal for submission to the Dissertation Awards Committee. Guidelines for the DEA are as follows: 

1.   The competition is open to all Ph.D. students who are members of the PGSG. 

2.    The DEA proposal should be 8-10 pages in length total (single or double spaced) and include sections covering the research question(s), theoretical issues, conceptual framework, methodology, relevance to political geography, and a budget describing how the $800.00 would be used. 

3.     If a student has already incurred expenses listed in the budget by the time of the award announcement, the student may use the DEA to cover those expenses 

4.     The DEA proposal should be crafted from the student's dissertation proposal which has been or will be submitted to the Ph.D. committee within the 2003-2004 academic year. 

5.     To enable full consideration of all submissions, entrants should send copies of their DEA proposals to each member of the Dissertation Enhancement Awards Committee listed below. Electronic submissions are welcome. Final acceptance date for submissions is March 1, 2004. 

6.     The results of the DEA competition will be announced to the winner just prior to the annual AAG meeting in Philadelphia and the winner will be invited to attend the annual AAG Awards Luncheon at the expense of the PGSG. The award will be formally announced at the PGSG business meeting in Philadelphia and the $800.00 award will be distributed to the winner at that time. The winner's name and dissertation title will be forwarded to the AAG for publication in the AAG Newsletter. 

7.     Questions concerning the competition may be directed to the members of the Dissertation Enhancement Awards Committee. 

           

Dissertation Enhancement Award Committee: 

Dr. Erin Hogan Fouberg, SDSU-West River Graduate Center, 500 East St. Joseph Street, Rapid City, SD 57401; ERIN_FOUBERG@SDSTATE.EDU
 
Dr. John Heppen, Department of Geography and Mapping Sciences, U. of Wisconsin - River Falls, 410 S. Third Street, River Falls, WI 54022; john.heppen@uwrf.edu 

Dr. Julian Minghi, Department of Geography, U. of South Carolina, Columbia, SC 29208;minghi@gwm.sc.edu

2004 POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY STUDENT PAPER COMPETITION

The student paper competition is open to all students who have written and presented a research paper on a topic in political geography.  Guidelines are as follows: 

1.
The competition is open to all students, however a student may not receive a Student Paper Competition award more than once during her/his tenure as a student.

2.
The entries must be research papers and not complete theses or dissertations. Papers must not be longer than 15 pages plus bibliography. 

3.
Entries must be on a topic in political geography. 

4. 
Paper entries must have been presented at a professional meeting during the twelve month period concluding with the last day of the Philadelphia meetings. 

5. 
Hard copies of papers must be submitted to all three members of the PGSG's Student Paper Award Committee by 1 March 2004. 

6. 
Submissions will normally be divided into Masters and Ph.D. student divisions. 

7. 
Submissions will be judged on their written clarity, methodological and theoretical soundness, and their contributions to research in political geography. 

8. 
All monetary prizes are awarded at the discretion of the Student Paper Award Committee. Prizes will normally include: Doctoral Student Award ($100 + reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee), Master’s Student Award ($100 + reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee), and up to three Honorable Mention awards (reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee).  The results of the Student Paper Award competition will be announced to the winner just prior to the annual AAG meeting in Philadelphia and the awardees (including any Honorable Mention awardees) will be invited to attend the annual AAG Awards Luncheon at the expense of the PGSG.  The awards will be formally announced at the PGSG business meeting in Philadelphia and the cash awards and registration reimbursement will be distributed to the awardees at that time. The awardees’ names and paper titles will be forwarded to the AAG for publication in the AAG Newsletter.  Following the AAG meeting, awardees will be given an opportunity to submit electronic versions of their papers to the PGSG webmaster for posting on the www.politicalgeography.org website.

9.
Any questions pertaining to eligibility will be resolved by the Student Paper Award Committee.  

Student Paper Award Committee: 

Dr. Michael Brown, Department of Geography, Box 353550, The University of Washington, Seattle, Washington 98195-3550; michaelb@u.washington.edu

Dr. Michael Shin, Department of Geography, U. of California – Los Angeles, 1255 Bunche Hall, Box 951524, Los Angeles, CA 90095-1524; shinm@geog.ucla.edu
Dr. Randall Wilson, Environmental Studies Department, Gettysburg College, 300 North Washington Street, Gettysburg, PA 17325; rwilson@gettysburg.edu

RECENT BOOKS

Conversi, Daniele (ed.). 2004. Ethnonationalism in the Contemporary World: Walker Connor and the Study of Nationalism. London: Routledge [ISBN 0415332737] Price  £19.99 ($31.95 US/ $47.95 Canadian)  --  This revised paper version is scheduled to appear in January 2004 (US market, March 2004) and includes contributions by Walker Connor, Anthony D Smith, Joshua A. Fishman, John Edwards, William Douglass, Thomas Spira, Robert J. Kaiser, William Safran, John Stone, John Coakley, Donald L. Horowitz, Daniele Conversi, and Brendan O'Leary.   

Web page: http://easyweb.easynet.co.uk/conversi/ethnonat

Flint, Colin, editor. 2004. Spaces of Hate: Geographies of Discrimination and Intolerance in the U.S.A. NY and London:  Routledge.

Glassner, Martin and Chuck Fahrer. 2004. Political Geography, 3rd ed. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons.

Merrett, Christopher D. and Norman Walzer, editors. 2003. Cooperatives and Local Development: Theory and Applications for the 21st Century. Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe.

Steinberg, Philip E. and Kathleen Sherman-Morris. 2003. People in Places: A Documentary Case-Study Workbook to Accompany the third edition of Knox and Marston's "Human Geography: Places and Regions in Global Context". Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. -- This workbook contains supplementary readings and problem-based exercises designed to for use with the Knox and Marston Human Geography textbook.  Alternatively, the workbook can be used as a stand-alone non-traditional textbook.  A second version of the workbook, to accompany Prentice Hall's other human geography textbook, Rubenstein's Cultural Landscape is due out in the summer of 2004.

------------------------------------------------------

Do you have a book coming out in 2004?  If so, E-mail an announcement of your book's publication to Shannon O’Lear at solear@uiuc.edu for inclusion in the next PGSG newsletter


LINKS OF INTERESTS: TEACHING POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY

From Kevin Cox: I would like to draw PGSG members’ attention to course materials available through my webpage on the Ohio State Department of Geography website (www.geography.ohio-state.edu).  People can find links there to a couple of courses that I teach - one on urban political geography and one on South Africa - and each allows access to lengthy written Modules for each week of a ten-week quarter. There are also links to seminars with a similar Module structure. I would be happy for people to draw on these for their own teaching purposes but would appreciate being informed of it. 

(e-mail: cox.13@osu.edu)

From Raymond Milefsky: Two years ago the Office of the Geographer and Global Issues digitized the Department's international boundaries studies and limits in the seas publications and put them onto CD-ROMs.  We discovered that the Florida State University's College of Law had been attempting to do the same independently.  I sent them copies of our digitized text which they now have incorporated into their Website:

http://www.law.fsu.edu/library/collection/LimitsinSeas/index.php.
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