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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Political Geography Colleagues,

Once again it is that time of year that we start looking forward to another PGSG pre-conference with hopes of thought-provoking exchange, insightful feedback on our work, and making contact with others who share our interest in the colorful spectrum of research known as political geography.

Once again we look forward to exploring a city new to many, familiar to others – Urbana, Illinois. Or is it Champaign? Chambana? Actually, it depends which side of Wright Street  you find yourself on.   More relevant for after-session conversation, though, will be Green Street, home to many a restaurant and bar.  You will find an excellent selection of Korean restaurants, bubble tea, and the ever-popular Papa Del’s Pizza.  Amidst the bookstores and coffeeshops, I understand there is now a hookah lounge as well.  Technically, that is all in downtown Urbana. Since a theme of the preconference is urban geography, we must also be mindful of downtown Champaign if for no other reason than Jupiter’s (pizza, billiards, and a rare tin ceiling), Radio Maria (eclectic Cuban food and another rare tin ceiling) and the quirky watering hole known as Cowboy Monkey.  Let us not overlook the Iron Post Bar which features the finest live music in the area. Indeed, there is an abundance of attractions (or distractions) for visitors to Champaign-Urbana.

Were we to take a field trip about an hour West of there, a short drive beyond Bloomington-Normal (Illinois loves twin cities. And quad cities.), we would arrive in Carlock, Illinois. Population: 400.  Political geographers might be interested to know that Carlock’s claim to fame is its two cemeteries.  The first was established over a century ago by Abraham Carlock, a leading citizen and Democrat.   Only Democrats were welcome in his cemetery.  His rival, Philip Benson, retorted by establishing a Republican-only cemetery a few hundred feet down the road and on the other side (literally). This in the land of Lincoln, the great unifier!

Given the current climate of partisan scandal in Washington, D.C., we might begin to think that, “Through death do us part” is actually a possibility today.  Democrats and Republicans seem, on some issues, to be further apart than ever. Yet we are also seeing similar stances (if based on different reasoning) on other issues.  

It is perpetually interesting to engage with our community of political geographers—through the listserve, for example, or at preconferences—to see how members of our group interpret patterns of red and blue resulting from recent elections, Presidential approval ratings, and even what appears to some as a new “red” scare over at UCLA.  Yet political geographers also see shades of purple where red and blue bleed across various boundaries, and other colors at scales of other political processes (green environmental issues, pink gender issues, brown urban issues…?).  Certainly not black and white.

In this newsletter, as happens every January, we have compiled a list of all of the PGSG-sponsored sessions at the upcoming national meeting.  Even a cursory glance over the list provides affirmation that our members are alive and well and forging links with other aspects of our discipline.  The full schedule at the upcoming pre-conference, boasting a list of contributors and participants ranging from graduate students to senior scholars and a rich range of research specialties, foci, and methods, further evinces the liveliness of political geography.  So, although Carlock’s politically entrenched and divided past provides a unique political landscape, perhaps it is, afterall, appropriate that the venue for this year’s preconference reflects the colorful and creative community of AAG political geographers!

Shannon O’Lear

Lawrence,  Kansas


POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY NON-STUDENT ACHIEVMENT AWARDS

The Political Geography Specialty Group is seeking nominations for three outstanding achievement awards for non-student political geographers. Awards will be announced at the 2006 Business Meeting in Chicago.

Send nominations to Shannon O’Lear at olear@ku.edu by February 20th (please avoid replying to the entire list).

Awards are as follows:
 
-    Julian Minghi Outstanding Research Award.  This award will be given to the author(s) of a journal article, book chapter, or book published during the previous calendar year that makes an innovative, original contribution to the conceptual and/or methodological embrace of
political geography.

-    Stanley D. Brunn Young Scholar Award.  This award will be given to an individual who has received her/his Ph.D. within the past ten years, in honor of contributions that have generated new interest in the subfield and/or opened up new areas of inquiry for political geographic
research. 

-    Richard Morrill Public Outreach Award.  This award will be given to an individual who has used her or his political geographic expertise to affect change (in public thought or public policy) beyond the academy.

General Information:

1.     All awards will be based on nominations made to the President of the PGSG, with award decisions to be made by the PGSG Board.

2.     For all awards, the field of political geography will be defined according to the breadth of topics covered in the Political Geography chapter of the “Geography in America at the Dawn of the 21st Century” volume.

3.     For each award category, a maximum of one award will be conferred each year, with the announcement to be made at the PGSG Business Meeting taking place the next Spring (e.g., the announcement for the Outstanding Research Award for 2005 will be made at the Spring 2006 Business Meeting).  For each award category, if there are no nominees whom the
Board views as deserving of merit, no award will be made.

4.     Each award recipient will receive a $50 check to honor her or his achievement.

5.     Decisions regarding who receives awards will be made by the PGSG Board.  The PGSG Board reserves the right to determine whether a nominee (or a nominated publication) falls within the scope of political geography.

6.     Nominations by Board members are permitted.

7.     Awardees need not be PGSG or AAG members, although awardees will be strongly encouraged to join both groups if they are not already members.

PGSG SPONSORED SESSIONS – 2006 AAG

These are listed by day and time of event

Political Geography Specialty Group Business Meeting 

is scheduled on Wednesday, 3/8/06, from 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Political Geography Plenary Session

3624 Political Geography Annual Plenary Lecture (co-sponsored by Elsevier Science) 

is scheduled on Thursday, 3/9/06, from 5:00 PM - 6:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
John V. O'Loughlin - University of Colorado

Panel Sessions


2226 Current Topics Roundtable- Democracy in the Middle East: Prospects Problems and Promises 

is scheduled on Wednesday, 3/8/06, from 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
Shannon O'Lear - University Of Kansas Geography Department

2420 Author Meets Critics: Steve Herbert's "Citizens, Cops and Power: Recognizing the Limits of Community" 

is scheduled on Wednesday, 3/8/06, from 1:00 PM - 2:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Joseph Nevins - Vassar College

2573 Spoils of war: private military corporations and the commercialization of conflict 

is scheduled on Wednesday, 3/8/06, from 3:00 PM - 4:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Guntram Herb - Middlebury College
Christian Allen - University of Georgia

3114 Authors Meet Critics 1: Retort's 'Afflicted Powers: Capital and Spectacle in a New Age of War' 

is scheduled on Thursday, 3/9/06, from 8:00 AM - 9:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
Dr. Colin Mcfarlane - The Open University
Alexander P. Vasudevan - UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM

3152 Iraq: Invasion, Occupation, and Aftermath 

is scheduled on Thursday, 3/9/06, from 8:00 AM - 9:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
Benjamin Forest - Dartmouth College

3214 Authors Meet Critics 2: Retort's 'Afflicted Powers: Capital and Spectacle in a New Age of War' 

is scheduled on Thursday, 3/9/06, from 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
Dr. Colin Mcfarlane - The Open University
Alex Jeffrey
3432 Author Meets Critics: Joseph Nevins' "A Not-So-Distant Horror: Mass Violence in East Timor" 

is scheduled on Thursday, 3/9/06, from 1:00 PM - 2:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Joshua S.S. Muldavin - Sarah Lawrence College


3450 Environmental Politics and Public Lands 

is scheduled on Thursday, 3/9/06, from 1:00 PM - 2:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
David Havlick - University Of North Carolina

3602 Current Directions in Critical Geopolitics 

is scheduled on Thursday, 3/9/06, from 5:00 PM - 6:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Carl Thor Dahlman - University of South Carolina

3634 The Politics of Participatory GIS - II 

is scheduled on Thursday, 3/9/06, from 5:00 PM - 6:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Kevin Ramsey - University Of Washington
Timothy L. Nyerges - University of Washington

4333 Environmentality I: Author Meets the Critics - Arun Agrawal's "Environmentality" 

is scheduled on Friday, 3/10/06, from 12:00 PM - 1:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Paul Robbins - University of Arizona

4156 Author Meets Critics: Derek Gregory's 'The Colonial Present.' 

is scheduled on Friday, 3/10/06, from 8:00 AM - 9:40 AM


4471 Post-Socialism IX: Approaches to Geographic Research 

is scheduled on Friday, 3/10/06, from 2:00 PM - 3:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Mr. Ian Muehlenhaus - University of Minnesota
Sam Schueth
4549 Teaching European Identities 

is scheduled on Friday, 3/10/06, from 4:00 PM - 5:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Pauliina Raento - Academy of Finland, University of Helsinki

5550 Politics and practice in economic geography 

is scheduled on Saturday, 3/11/06, from 4:00 PM - 5:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Adam Tickell - University of Bristol
Jamie Peck

Paper sessions

2135 Historical Approaches to the American Political Economy: A Session in Memory of Carville Earle Session I 

is scheduled on Wednesday, 3/8/06, from 8:00 AM - 9:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
John Heppen - University Of Wisconsin River Falls
Samuel M. Otterstrom - Brigham Young University

2170 Nationalism, Geography, and Performance I

is scheduled on Wednesday, 3/8/06, from 8:00 AM - 9:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
Joshua Hagen - Marshall University

2235 Historical Approaches to the American Political Economy: A Session in Memory of Carville Earle Session II 

is scheduled on Wednesday, 3/8/06, from 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
John Heppen - University Of Wisconsin River Falls
Samuel M. Otterstrom - Brigham Young University

2261 Contested spaces, political spaces: scale, migration, and justice 

is scheduled on Wednesday, 3/8/06, from 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
Joaquin Villanueva
Ishan Ashutosh - SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

2270 Nationalism, Geography, and Performance II 

is scheduled on Wednesday, 3/8/06, from 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
Joshua Hagen - Marshall University

2404 Comparative study of empires 1 

is scheduled on Wednesday, 3/8/06, from 1:00 PM - 2:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Gerry Kearns - University of Cambridge

2470 Nationalism, Geography, and Performance III 

is scheduled on Wednesday, 3/8/06, from 1:00 PM - 2:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Joshua Hagen - Marshall University

2473 The Geography of War Outcomes: Bosnia and the North Caucasus, Russia 

is scheduled on Wednesday, 3/8/06, from 1:00 PM - 2:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
John V. O'Loughlin - University of Colorado

2504 Comparative study of empires 2 

is scheduled on Wednesday, 3/8/06, from 3:00 PM - 4:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Gerry Kearns - University of Cambridge

3265 Urban Racial Justice 

is scheduled on Thursday, 3/9/06, from 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
Jacqueline A. Housel - SUNY at Buffalo
Meghan Cope - SUNY-Buffalo

3471 Post-socialism III: Natural resources, human security, and power 

is scheduled on Thursday, 3/9/06, from 1:00 PM - 2:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Marianna Pavlovskaya - Hunter College

3502 Current Directions in Critical Geopolitics 

is scheduled on Thursday, 3/9/06, from 3:00 PM - 4:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Carl Thor Dahlman - University of South Carolina

3534 The Politics of Participatory GIS - I 

is scheduled on Thursday, 3/9/06, from 3:00 PM - 4:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Matthew W. Wilson - University of Washington
Timothy L. Nyerges - University of Washington

3571 Post-socialism IV: Between East and West? 

is scheduled on Thursday, 3/9/06, from 3:00 PM - 4:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Marianna Pavlovskaya - Hunter College

4115 Critical Encounters Between Governmentality Studies & Marxian Geography I 

is scheduled on Friday, 3/10/06, from 8:00 AM - 9:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
Reuben Skye Rose-Redwood - Pennsylvania State University

4154 State and Territory: An Anglo-French Conversation I 

is scheduled on Friday, 3/10/06, from 8:00 AM - 9:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
Kevin R. Cox - Ohio State University

4215 Critical Encounters Between Governmentality Studies & Marxian Geography II 

is scheduled on Friday, 3/10/06, from 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
Reuben Skye Rose-Redwood - Pennsylvania State University

4254 State and Territory: An Anglo-French Conversation II 

is scheduled on Friday, 3/10/06, from 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
Kevin R. Cox - Ohio State University 

4262 Space, Place and Everyday 

is scheduled on Friday, 3/10/06, from 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
Sutapa Chattopadhyay - Kent State University

4315 Critical Encounters Between Governmentality Studies & Marxian Geography III 

is scheduled on Friday, 3/10/06, from 12:00 PM - 1:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Reuben Skye Rose-Redwood - Pennsylvania State University

4323 Beyond the Binary: Social Movements and a New Transnational Space? 

is scheduled on Friday, 3/10/06, from 12:00 PM - 1:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Sonja Katharina Pieck - Clark University
Ms. Sandra Moog
4461 The Rise of the Network Security Society 

is scheduled on Friday, 3/10/06, from 2:00 PM - 3:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Clayton Rosati - University of Vermont
Carrie Breitbach - Syracuse University

4474 SPACES OF NEO-LIBERALISM IN ASIAN "DEVELOPMENTAL STATES" I 

is scheduled on Friday, 3/10/06, from 2:00 PM - 3:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Bae-Gyoon Park - National University of Singapore
Asato Saito - National University of Singapore

4571 Post-socialism X: Documentary "Prehodi: Transitions" 

is scheduled on Friday, 3/10/06, from 4:00 PM - 5:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Marianna Pavlovskaya - Hunter College 

4574 SPACES OF NEO-LIBERALISM IN ASIAN "DEVELOPMENTAL STATES" II 

is scheduled on Friday, 3/10/06, from 4:00 PM - 5:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Bae-Gyoon Park - National University of Singapore
Asato Saito - National University of Singapore

5134 Scaling up for context I: examining forces shaping gendered experiences in place 

is scheduled on Saturday, 3/11/06, from 8:00 AM - 9:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
Valorie Crooks
Dr. Jeff Masuda
5135 Where is Public Space? I 

is scheduled on Saturday, 3/11/06, from 8:00 AM - 9:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
CLIVE BARNETT
Stephanie J Simon - University of Kentucky

5158 Territory and Flows: Assessing the New Geographies of Social Movements I 

is scheduled on Saturday, 3/11/06, from 8:00 AM - 9:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
Walter J. Nicholls - Queen Mary, University of London
Julie-Anne Boudreau - York University

5234 Scaling up for context II: governance, policy, and local-global linkages 

is scheduled on Saturday, 3/11/06, from 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
Valorie Crooks
Dr. Jeff Masuda
5235 Where is Public Space? II 

is scheduled on Saturday, 3/11/06, from 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
CLIVE BARNETT
Stephanie J Simon - University of Kentucky

5239 Geographies of Contested Memory 

is scheduled on Saturday, 3/11/06, from 10:00 AM - 11:40 AM 

Organizer(s):
Derek H. Alderman - East Carolina University
Rudi Hartmann - University of Colorado

5434 Scaling up for context III: power, marginalization, and scalar relations 

is scheduled on Saturday, 3/11/06, from 2:00 PM - 3:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Valorie Crooks
Dr. Jeff Masuda
5450 Political Economy of Water Management 

is scheduled on Saturday, 3/11/06, from 2:00 PM - 3:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Hussein A. Amery - Colorado School of Mines

5534 Scaling up for context IV: understanding built and natural environments through a politics of scale 

is scheduled on Saturday, 3/11/06, from 4:00 PM - 5:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Valorie Crooks
Dr. Jeff Masuda
5537 Categories in Human Geography 

is scheduled on Saturday, 3/11/06, from 4:00 PM - 5:40 PM 

Organizer(s):
Reece Jones - University Of Wisconsin - Madison
Adam Moore

AAG POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY SPECIALTY GROUP PRE-CONFERENCE
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, IL

March 5–7, 2006
Following a long-standing tradition the Political Geography Specialty Group of the AAG will hold a conference immediately prior to the Annual Meetings of the AAG. As in the past the conference will feature papers on all aspects of political geography. The conference will also include a number of themed sessions on the “Political Geographies of the City”. The city has long been an important focus for work in political geography although one that has tended to be under-represented at past preconferences.

The response to the call for papers has been very positive – we now anticipate about 50-60 attendees and some 35 papers, with conference attendees from the UK, Switzerland, France, Russia and Japan as well as the US. The papers span the full range of interests in political geography. 

The conference will be held in Urbana, Illinois with the Department of Geography at the University of Illinois serving as the local host. The conference will convene at 6pm on Sunday, March 5 with an opening reception. Paper and discussion sessions will be held on Monday (9am-5pm) and Tuesday morning at the Levis Center, University of Illinois. 

There is no conference registration fee. The Specialty Group has negotiated a discount rate with the Hampton Inn of $79/night for a double room, which must be booked by the 18th of February. Rooms can be booked at this rate from Saturday night (March 4) to Monday night (March 6). The hotel contact number is 217-337-1100. Online bookings can be made via a dedicated web link: http://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/groups/private_groups/cmiilhx_aag/index.jhtml 
The hotel is 6 blocks from the Levis Center. We would encourage participants to fly direct to Champaign-Urbana and the Hampton Inn provides a free shuttle service - you will need to call the hotel on arrival (337-1100).

Airfares into Urbana and out of Chicago may be rather more expensive than flying return to Chicago. For those choosing to fly to Chicago there is a bus service from O'Hare to Urbana as well as Amtrak service from downtown Chicago to Champaign-Urbana with trains departing at 4.05pm and 8pm on Saturday and Sunday. Ticket prices are reasonable ($20). Return train times are much less convenient and we will arrange for a bus to take participants from Urbana to Chicago at the conclusion of the preconference, arriving at the AAG Conference hotel in time for the Opening Plenary at 5pm on Tuesday, March 7. Given the absence of a conference registration fee it may be necessary to charge a nominal fare ($10 or less) to cover this cost. It would be helpful if you could indicate whether you require a seat at the time that you submit your abstract. 

Those presenting papers should send an abstract of around 250 words to Andy Wood (amwood@ou.edu) by Feb 1. Receipt of abstracts will be acknowledged. Please include your name, affiliation, email address and paper title with the abstract. We plan to make abstracts available to all participants prior to the preconference. An LCD projector and laptop as well as a traditional OHP will be available for use at the conference venue.

If you have questions about the conference or require further information, please contact Andy Wood, University of Oklahoma (amwood@ou.edu) or David Wilson, University of Illinois (dwilson2@express.cites.uiuc.edu). We look forward to seeing you in Urbana.


MEMBER NEWS

Lt Scott Borgeson of the US Coastguard Academy would like to thank the membership of PGSG for all the help he received while developing a new Political Geography course for the Academy. It was the first time such a course had been offered at UCA and he is particularly grateful to Saul Cohen, Chuck Fahrer and Mark Jones for their advice on readings, syllabus content and even their personal visits to talk to the students and faculty at UCA. 

“Truth gains more even by the errors of one who, with due study and preparation, thinks for himself, than by the true opinions of those who only hold them because they do not suffer themselves to think.”
John Stuart Mill  On Liberty
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