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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Political Geography Colleagues, 

      This semester, I am teaching a new course titled, “Geography of Genocide”.  I grappled with the title of the course because although it instantly resonates with relevance to current events, it is also highly problematic.   

      The UN Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide defines genocide as “acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group”.  Despite the inclusion of a list of possible acts that could be considered genocide, some people believe the internationally accepted definition is too broad.  Others contend that it is too narrow or otherwise limited.  Before one can get very far in thinking about genocide, the question also arises of how or to what extent we also need to define and discuss other terms such as “ethnic cleansing”, “democide”, “politicide”, “ethnicide”, “infanticide”, and “femicide” as well as “mass violence” and “acts against humanity”.  Additionally, how do we measure genocide? Is the death of one person enough, or is there some threshold of destruction that signifies beyond doubt that genocide is underway…or complete? Does the intentional elimination of a language or the artifacts of a unique culture suffice for extinguishing that cultural group?   Are there objective metrics that we can use to identify an occurrence of genocide, or is it more like Justice Potter Stewart said in 1964 of pornography: “I know it when I see it”?   

      Codifying international attitude toward genocide is not enough, as we have seen time and again, to stop the occurrence of this form of violence.  Embedded in the UN document is a commitment to act once a country recognizes that genocide is occurring.  This obligation stifles diplomatic declarations about genocide and introduces the intriguing puzzle of who uses the “G” word and who does not.   How often has recognizing genocide actually led to an effective response on the part of the international community to bring a stop to atrocities?   

      The term makes frequent appearances in the mainstream news.  Current events in Darfur, a western region of Sudan, have generated a considerable amount of public outcry.  In the U.S., Darfur has brought together otherwise unlikely bedfellows such as actor George Clooney,  Kansas’ Republican Senator Sam Brownback, and New Mexico’s Democratic Governor Bill Richardson, the latter of whom recently managed to broker an unfortunately all to brief cease fire in the region. Addressing events nearly one hundred years ago, France recently passed a law, to the great dismay of its Turkish residents, prohibiting and penalizing denial of Armenian genocide in 1915.  That law joins France’s law prohibiting denial of the Holocaust during WWII.  Demonstrating yet another geopolitical ripple effect of the concept of genocide, Iran’s President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad hosted a conference in December 2006 on Holocaust denial. The conference included participation of a fringe group of Orthodox Rabbis representing Jews Against Zionism, a former Klu Klux Klan leader, and a selection of well-known Holocaust deniers. We also see the term genocide used by an Ossetian youth leader in his recent apology for atrocities committed against Ingush in 1992 in the Russian-Georgian border region. These are but a few examples of ways in which genocide – claims of genocide, genocide denial, and acts of genocide – recur in the media and generate geopolitical waves across space and time. Yet it is also interesting to consider instances where the “G” word is not applied but might arguably be and instances which have not received steady media coverage in these terms: Chechnya, Tibet, Guatemala, and Japan, to name a few examples. 

      What does the ever-increasing use of the term genocide indicate? Is this form of atrocity  actually occurring with greater frequency? Or has the term genocide, much like the term terrorism, joined a familiar lexicon in the mass media that undermines a closer analysis of actors and motivations in particular places?  

      The term genocide, sadly, provides seemingly endless opportunity to exercise a discourse analysis approach, and part of that discussion might entail just which of the atrocities of the last century or two (or more) could be considered genocide and why the distinction matters. We might gauge the value of these conversations in terms of how far they move us in the direction of influencing policy.  Indeed, one of the aims of the course I am teaching is to explore what Geography and geographers have to offer the study, analysis, prediction and amelioration of genocide and related inhumane events.  As political geographers, we have the luxury of applying our training to the assessment of difficult and timely topics.  Also as political geographers, we are uniquely positioned to contribute theoretically sound and place-sensitive understandings of historical and contemporary events that will shed light on why they occur where they do, and what kinds of places they leave in their wake.   

Shannon O’Lear

Lawrence,  Kansas


LETTER FROM THE STUDENT BOARD MEMBER
Prospective Geographers

“I am hoping you can point me to a few good resources about political geography.  Specifically, I'm considering different doctoral programs, and I would like to get a sense of who's who, and where they teach, in the subfield.”

Imagine this question showing up in your inbox – what do you do?

First, if you have been at this graduate work for a while, you might have to think back to how you ended up where you are today.  Were you a geography major as an undergraduate in the United States (a relatively rare occurrence)?  Then perhaps you drew on the expertise and advice of your department faculty members, who could suggest places they thought you could excel.  They may have steered you toward their own advisors, or perhaps the students of those advisors now teaching at other institutions, and you are now linked into a network that seems a natural piece of your existence, interacting with people with whom you expect to exchange ideas and efforts during your professional career.

If you came to political geography from another field, then you might have been brought to the department through collaboration with a geographer, or someone who knew a geographer and thought you would do well there.  You might have read someone’s work, or heard a presentation, or started to think about a problem from a spatial perspective.  You applied to a variety or different institutions, got accepted, looked at the offers, and made a decision.

Each of us has our own path.  Sometimes those paths are determined by family circumstances, geographic considerations, or financial constraints.  But imagine for a minute that you could advise someone to go anywhere, study with anyone.  What would you say to them?

Initially there is the general consideration about going to graduate school:

Getting What you Came For: The Smart Student’s Guide to Earning an M.A. or Ph.D. by Robert L. Peters, New York : Noonday Press, 1997.

The Streetsmart Guide to Graduate School: Playing the Game by Fredrik Frank and Karl Stein, Lincoln, Nebraska, iuniverse Inc., 2004.

http://gradschool.about.com/
“Can You Rank Crotchetiness?”

http://insidehighered.com/news/2007/01/09/grad

Then seeking information about specific programs in geography:

Geography Department Homepages

http://www.neiu.edu/~deptges/
www.geography.vt.edu
http://www.macalester.edu/geography
http://www.uoguelph.ca/geography/index.htm
www.geography.ohio-state.edu
http://www.sonoma.edu/geography/
Nationally Compiled Statistics

http://chronicle.com/stats/productivity/page.php?bycat=true&primary=3&secondary=30
Association of American Geographers

www.aag.org
Search on “graduate school” and for a list of references, including “Characteristics of a Thriving Geoscience Department”, broadly applicable to any discipline.

http://www.aag.org/Education/beta/aag/ed_project_data/GeoscienceList.doc
Yet you are still left with the question about political geography.  Perhaps you suggest the inquiring prospective student start with some of the journals in the field – Political Geography, Antipode, Urban Geography, Geopolitics, Progress in Human Geography.  Read some articles of interest, read the list of editors and contributors, look at the institutions with which they are affiliated.  Then you will have a better idea of where to start looking for a graduate program and advisor, at which point you then contact those professors who seem to have similar interests, to discuss what course grad school could potentially take.

Do you have a resource or an approach you would like to share?  Any and all perspectives are welcome for future distribution in the newsletter.  Please send contributions to rebecca.theobald@colorado.edu.

Thanks to Edward Holland for his suggestions on this process.
PGSG PRECONFERENCE 2007
AAG Pre-Conference at the University of California, Berkeley (April 15-17, 2007)

Sponsored by the Political Geography Specialty Group and Elsevier Publishers Organizers: Jason Dittmer (Georgia Southern University) and Shannon O’Lear (University of Kansas)

The Political Geography Specialty Group (PGSG) of the AAG will hold a small conference in Berkeley immediately prior to the Annual Meeting of the AAG, which will be held in conjunction with a similar conference organized by the Developing Areas Specialty Group (DASG).  We anticipate some joint sessions and events.

In an attempt to create crossover interest among members of both specialty groups, this year’s theme will be political geographies of developing areas.  We invite papers that examine the linkages between politics and development.  Papers on other political geographic themes are encouraged as well.

Berkeley is located ten miles from San Francisco and eight miles from Oakland.   Pre-conference attendees can take BART (Bay Area Rapid Transit) from San Francisco International Airport or Oakland International Airport to downtown Berkeley and at the end of the pre-conference can take BART to downtown San Francisco for the AAG. Berkeley is a unique city of about 100,000 that is home to the University of California’s flagship campus.

The conference will convene for drinks at 8pm on Sunday, April 15 at Henry’s Publick House (in the conference hotel).  Paper sessions will be held 8:30am-5:30pm on Monday and 8:30am-Noon on Tuesday in Building 14 of the University of California’s Clark Kerr Campus conference center. The registration fee is $30 and will be required shortly following submission and receipt of an abstract. Students are exempt from the registration fee.  Double rooms at the Hotel Durant are available for $154/night and single rooms are available for $126/night, but must be booked by March 15. Please book earlier if possible.  They can be booked at this rate for Sunday and Monday nights (April 15 and 16). Information on transportation will be provided following receipt of an abstract.

To ensure opportunities for sustained discussion of research, the political geography pre-conference will be limited to 50 people. We ask that potential presenters indicate their interest by submitting an abstract of 150 words or less to Jason Dittmer by February 15, 2007 at the latest.  Please indicate whether you are willing to serve as a chair and/or a discussant.  First priority for attendance will be given to those who wish to present papers, and then to non-presenters who are willing to serve as session chairs or discussants. Those desiring to attend, but not actively participate, are requested to indicate interest in advance to ensure available space.

For further information, contact Jason Dittmer at 
jdittmer@georgiasouthern.edu or Shannon O’Lear at olear@ku.edu.

POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY NON-STUDENT ACHIEVMENT AWARDS

POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY NON-STUDENT ACHIEVMENT AWARDS

The Political Geography Specialty Group is seeking nominations for three outstanding achievement awards for non-student political geographers. Awards will be announced at the 2006 Business Meeting in Chicago.

Send nominations to Shannon O’Lear at olear@ku.edu by March 1st (VERY IMPORTANT please avoid replying to the entire list).

Awards are as follows:

-    Julian Minghi Outstanding Research Award.  This award will be given to the author(s) of a journal article, book chapter, or book published during the previous calendar year that makes an innovative, original contribution to the conceptual and/or methodological embrace of
political geography.

-    Stanley D. Brunn Young Scholar Award.  This award will be given to an individual who has received her/his Ph.D. within the past ten years, in honor of contributions that have generated new interest in the subfield and/or opened up new areas of inquiry for political geographic
research.

-    Richard Morrill Public Outreach Award.  This award will be given to an individual who has used her or his political geographic expertise to affect change (in public thought or public policy) beyond the academy.

General Information:

1.     All awards will be based on nominations made to the President of the PGSG, with award decisions to be made by the PGSG Board.

2.     For all awards, the field of political geography will be defined according to the breadth of topics covered in the Political Geography chapter of the “Geography in America at the Dawn of the 21st Century” volume.

3.     For each award category, a maximum of one award will be conferred each year, with the announcement to be made at the PGSG Business Meeting taking place the next Spring (e.g., the announcement for the Outstanding Research Award for 2006 will be made at the Spring 2007 Business Meeting).  For each award category, if there are no nominees whom the Board views as deserving of merit, no award will be made.

4.     Each award recipient will receive a $50 check to honor her or his achievement.

5.     Decisions regarding who receives awards will be made by the PGSG Board.  The PGSG Board reserves the right to determine whether a nominee (or a nominated publication) falls within the scope of political geography.

6.     Nominations by Board members are permitted.

7.     Awardees need not be PGSG or AAG members, although awardees will be strongly encouraged to join both groups if they are not already members. 

2007 POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY STUDENT PAPER COMPETITIONS


The student paper competitions are open to all students who have written and presented a research paper on a topic in political geography.
Guidelines are as follows:

1.      The competition is open to all students, however a student may not receive a Student Paper Competition award more than once during her/his
tenure as a student.  See also 8a below.

2.      The entries must be research papers and not complete theses or dissertations. Papers must not be longer than 15 pages plus bibliography.

3.      Entries must be on a topic in political geography.

4.      Paper entries must have been presented at a professional meeting during the twelve-month period concluding with the last day of the
San Francisco meetings.

5.      Hard copies of papers must be submitted to all three members of the PGSG's Student Paper Award Committee by 16th March 2007.

6.      Submissions will normally be divided into Masters and Ph.D. student divisions.

7.      Submissions will be judged on their written clarity, methodological and theoretical soundness, and their contributions to research in political geography.

8.      All monetary prizes are awarded at the discretion of the Student Paper Award Committee. Awards will normally include:

A.  A NEW regional student-paper award: for a paper presented at a Regional AAG meeting; award will be $100 for the top paper(MA or Ph.D. level, only one award); a student may not win both student paper awards;
 B. Doctoral Student Award ($100 + reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee),
C. Master's Student Award ($100 + reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee),
D.  up to three Honorable Mention awards [image: image1.png]


(reimbursement of AAG Annual Meeting student registration fee).


9. The results of the Student Paper Award competitions will be announced to the  winner just prior to the annual AAG meeting in San Francisco(April  17-21, 2007) and the awardees (including any Honorable Mention awardees) will be invited to attend the annual AAG Awards Luncheon at the expense of the PGSG.  The awards will be formally announced at the PGSG business meeting in Chicago and the c ash awards and registration reimbursement will be distributed to the awardees at that time. The awardees' names and paper titles will be forwarded to the AAG for publication in the AAG Newsletter.  Following the AAG meeting, awardees will be given an opportunity to submit electronic versions of their papers to the PGSG webmaster for posting on
the www.politicalgeography.org website.

10.     Any questions pertaining to eligibility will be resolved by the Student Paper Award Committee.

Student Paper Award Committee:

Dr. Colin Flint, Department of Geography, 220 Davenport, MC-150, 607 S. Mathews, University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois 61801; flint@uiuc.edu

Dr. Michael Brown, Department of Geography, Box 353550, The University of Washington, Seattle, Washington 98195-3550; michaelb@u.washington.edu

Dr. Helga Leitner, Department of Geography, The University of Minnesota, 414 Social Sciences Building 267 - 19th Avenue South Minneapolis, MN, USA 55455 mailto:helga.leitner-1@umn.edu 

2007 PGSG DISSERTATION ENHANCEMENT AWARD

The PGSG Dissertation Enhancement Award of $800.00 is to be granted annually to a PGSG student member. Interested students should prepare a mini-dissertation proposal for submission to the Dissertation Awards Committee. Guidelines for the DEA are as follows: 

1. The competition is open to all Ph.D. students who are members of the PGSG. 

2. The DEA proposal should be 8-10 pages in length total (single or double spaced) and include sections covering the research question(s), theoretical issues, conceptual framework, methodology, relevance to political geography, and a budget describing how the $800.00 would be used. 

3.  If a student has already incurred expenses listed in the budget by the time of the award announcement, the student may use the DEA to cover those expenses. 

4.   The DEA proposal should be crafted from the student's dissertation proposal which has been or will be submitted to the Ph.D. committee within the 2006-2007 academic year. 

5.   To enable full consideration of all submissions, entrants should send copies of their DEA proposals to each member of the Dissertation Enhancement Awards Committee listed below.  Electronic submissions are welcome. Final acceptance date for submissions is Tuesday, March 27, 2007. 

6. The results of the DEA competition will be announced to the winner just prior to the annual AAG meeting in San Francisco and the winner will be invited to attend the annual AAG Awards Luncheon at the expense of the PGSG. The award will be formally announced at the PGSG business meeting in San Francisco, and the $800.00 award will be distributed to the winner at that time. The winner's name and dissertation title will be forwarded to the AAG for publication in the AAG Newsletter. 

7. Questions concerning the competition may be directed to the members of the Dissertation Enhancement Awards Committee. 

Dissertation Enhancement Award Committee: 

Dr. Robert H. Watrel, Department of Geography, South Dakota State University, 246 Scobey Hall, Box 504, Brookings, SD 57007; robert.watrel@sdstate.edu 

Dr. Robert M. Kerr, Department of History and Geography, University of Central Oklahoma, 100 N. University Dr., Edmond, OK 73034; rkerr@ucok.edu 

Dr. Gabriel Popescu, Department of Geography, Ball State University, Cooper Life Science Building, Muncie, Indiana 47306; gpopescu@bsu.edu

POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY SPECIALTY GROUP SESSIONS AT AAG

Tuesday 12:00-1:40

· The meaning of circulation: moving and mobilizing
Tuesday 2:00-3:40

· "Imagining the New Europe". Visions of Europe during European Union enlargement I: 'Visions of Europe and EU enlargement'
· Geography of Genocide
· Politics of/and Exclusion I: The U.S. Context
Tuesday 4:00-5:40

· "Imagining the New Europe". Visions of Europe during European Union enlargement II: 'Cultural geographies of European imaginings'
· Current Topics in Political Geography Roundtable: Geography and Genocide
· Politics of/and Exclusion II: Transnational Contexts
Wednesday 8:00-9:40

· "Imagining the New Europe". Visions of Europe during European Union enlargement III: 'Imaginings of Europe - the view from selected regions'
· Neoliberalism in the Global South (I) 

· Relocating nationalism: Geography and the reproduction of the nation I
· Theorizing Urban Governance I: Context and Constraints
· Youth and the Contested Nation-State I: National and Local Citizenships
Wednesday 10:00-11:40

· Neoliberalism in the Global South (II) 

· Relocating nationalism: Geography and the reproduction of the nation II
· Theorizing Urban Governance II: Complexities and Scales
· Youth and the Contested Nation-State II: Racialized Spaces of the City
Wednesday 1:00-2:40

· Re/envisioning Place in a Spatial World: Indigenous Peoples and 'Place-based struggle'
· Relocating nationalism: Geography and the reproduction of the nation III
· Theorizing Urban Governance III: Openings and Possibilities
· Youth and the Contested Nation-State III: Family, Home and Community
Wednesday 3:00-4:40

· Adapting to Statelessness
· Popular Icons of Political Identity
· Re/envisioning Place in a Spatial World: Indigenous Peoples and 'Place-based struggle' 2
· Relocating nationalism: Geography and the reproduction of the nation IV
Wednesday 7:00-8:00

· Political Geography Specialty Group Business Meeting
Thursday 8:00-9:40

· Adapting to Statelessness
· Author Meets Critics: David Wilson's Cities and Race
· Bill Wood Commemorative Session I: Frontiers in Geography and U.S. Foreign Policy. 

· The biopolitics of life and death 1: Bodies, biotechnologies, health and disability
Thursday 10:00-11:40

· Amazon borderlands: Resource use, land use, and land-cover change along tropical frontiers
· Author Meets the Critics: Bob Beauregard's When America Became Suburban
· Bill Wood Commemorative Session II: Frontiers in Geography and U.S. Foreign Policy -- Using Geospatial Tools for Complex Emergency Response and Mitigation. 

· Race and Space: A Conversation Across Disciplinary Boundaries
Thursday 1:00-2:40

· Banal Neoimperialism
· Bill Wood Commemorative Session III: The New AGS Bowman Expeditions
· Collective Memory and the Politics of Urban Space I
· The Urban After Katrina: Place, Community, Connections, and Memory
Thursday 3:00-4:40

· Collective Memory and the Politics of Urban Space II
· Geopolitics and Visual Culture I
· Justice and Power in Shaping Vulnerability and Response to Disaster (I)

· Militarization and the family
Thursday 5:00-6:40

· Collective Memory and the Politics of Urban Space III
· Geopolitics and Visual Culture II
· Justice and Power in Shaping Vulnerability and Response to Disaster (II) 

· Race and American Democracy
Friday 8:00-9:40

· Migrants, migration and neoliberalization I
· Political geography and the non-human I: Critical engagements of contemporary environmental issues
· The biopolitics of life and death 2: thresholds and aporias
Friday 10:00-11:40

· Migrants, Migration and Neoliberalization II
· Political geography and the non-human II: Critical engagements of contemporary environmental issues
· The biopolitics of life and death 3: historical and contemporary spaces of exception
Friday 12:00-1:40

· Ethics, Justice and Human Rights Plenary
· Migrants, Migration and Neoliberalization III
· Political geography and the non-human III: Critical engagements of contemporary environmental issues
· The Politics of Climate Change Research I: States of Knowledge and Politics
Friday 2:00-3:40

· Migrants, Migration and Neoliberalization IV
· The Politics of Climate Change Research II - Representation and Modeling
Friday 4:00-5:40

· Elsevier Science and Political Geography Specialty Group Plenary Lecture
· Flows and fixity: Affective and political dimensions
· The Politics of Climate Change Research III - Scientists, Decision-makers, the Media & the Public
Saturday 8:00-9:40

· Conceptualizing local and regional economic development: policy, practice and profession 1
· Critical Explorations of Nationalism and the Environment I
· Statecraft, Violence and World Geopolitics 1
Saturday 10:00-11:40

· Conceptualizing local and regional economic development: policy, practice and profession 2
· Critical Explorations of Nationalism and the Environment II
· Statecraft, Violence and World Geopolitics 2
Saturday 2:00-3:40

· Conceptualizing local and regional economic development: policy, practice and profession 3
· Geographic Visions for Alternative Futures I
· Statecraft, Violence and World Geopolitics 3
· The Freeway Revolt Era: Lessons from San Francisco and other Cities in the 1960s and 1970s
Saturday 4:00-5:40

· Electoral Geography: New Avenues of Research
· Geographic Visions for Alternative Futures II
· Qualitative Feminist Research - Ethics and Practice

“Truth gains more even by the errors of one who, with due study and preparation, thinks for himself, than by the true opinions of those who only hold them because they do not suffer themselves to think.”
John Stuart Mill  On Liberty
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